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A The commander oj the 
Federal Army of the 
Potomac , Major General 
George B. McClellan , had 
earlier earned the distrust 
of the President for his 
lacklustre performance in 
the Peninsular campaign; 
now he had victory 
handed to him in the form 
of orders that spelled out 
how divided the Confed¬ 
erate Artny would he in 
Maryland. Even so , his 
failure to spur his men on 
with more vigour ended 
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up costing the Union a 
chance to destroy Lee's 
Army and hasten the end 
of the war. McClellan 
was a master of raising 
his troops 9 morale and 
especially loved to ride 
along their front, followed 
by a gallant number of 
dashing staff officers. 
However , in battle he 
maintained a ‘ hands-off 
attitude. There is even a 
suggestion that he was not 
personally especially 
brave. 
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^ One of many post-war 
heroic views of Civil War 
action % this gives an 
impression of Union 
troops on the attack at 
Antietam. 

► Far right: The charge 
of Hawkin *s ZouaveSs of 
Burnside's divisions on a 
Confederate battery 
towards the end of the 
battle. 
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THE CAMPAIGN 


The Invasion of Maryland, September 1862 




Site of the Second Battle of Bull Run, 29 August 
Site of the Battle of Chantilly, 1 September 
5 September: The Army of Northern Virginia begins 
crossing the Potomac 

4 5 September: The Federal Armies of Virginia and the 
Potomac are consolidated, together with the defences 
of Washington, under command of General McClellan; 
the Army of the Potomac begins its march in pursuit of 
the Confederates 

5 9 September: At Frederick, Lee issues Special 
Order 191 detailing the movements of his army: 

Jackson, supported by McLaws and Walker, to cut the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and then take Harper’s 
Ferry; Longstreet to continue towards Boonsboro and 
Hagerstown 

6 Subsequent to the capture of Harper's Ferry, Lee aims 
to continue north to cut the railroad bridge at 
Harrisburg and then threaten Philadelphia, Baltimore 
or Washington 

7 12 September: Jackson's forces are before Harper’s 
Ferry 

8 12 September: The Federal army arrives at Frederick 

9 13 September: Federal troops come across Lee’s 
Special Order 191, thereby revealing his strategic 
intentions; this is communicated to McClellan during 
the afternoon; by the evening, Lee too knows that his 
plan has been compromised. 
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THE CAMPAIGN 


There was an unpleasant air of defeat hanging over 
the long, dusty blue columns of the Federal Army of 
Virginia as it sullenly retired on the Federal capital 
of Washington. At the two-day engagement of 
Second Manassas, fought near Centreville, Virginia, 
in the last days of August 1862, the Federal forces 
had been roughly handled. A determined rearguard 
action fought on 1 September by elements of the 
Federal IX Corps at Chantilly, or Ox Hill, led by 
Major General Isaac Ingalls Stevens prevented com¬ 
plete disaster; however, the retreat continued into 
the extensive fortifications of Washington. The 
Federal Army of Virginia had been thrown together 
hastily from various formations in the Shenandoah 
Valley and around Washington. The organization 
did not have time to sort itself out before it was 
engaged in a campaign with General Robert E. 
Lee’s Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, fresh 
from driving Major General George McClellan’s 
f ederal Army of the Potomac away from Richmond. 
The individual soldier of the Federal Army of 

► The Battle of 
Chantilly , 1 September 
1862 , ended the Second 
Manassas campaign with 
defeat for the North , 
marked by the death of 
the brave soldier , Union 
general Philip Kearny , 
shown here , and allowed 
Lee to take the offensive 
again. 


Virginia believed that his regiment and his immedi¬ 
ate comrades were capable of better effort than had 
been demonstrated at Second Manassas. The rank 
and file suspected that they had been forced to 
endure defective leadership. The men entertained 
no confidence in their army commander, Major 
General John Pope, nor in their corps leaders, 
Major Generals Franz Sigel, Nathaniel Banks, and 
Irwin McDowell. The Federal Army of Virginia was 
dispirited and acutely disappointed in their leader¬ 
ship as they approached the Federal Capital on the 
second day of September 1862. President Abraham 
Lincoln’s summer gamble with John Pope had 
failed. 

McClellan Takes Command 

Pope had received reinforcements from McClellan’s 
Army of the Potomac, principally V Corps com¬ 
manded by Major General Fitz-John Porter, but it 
had not prevented his defeat at Second Manassas. 
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The Lincoln administration had not been pleased 
with the outcome of McClellan’s Peninsular 
Campaign, which failed to take the rebel capital at 
Richmond, nor had the President appreciated 
'Little Mac’s’ persistent call for more troops; so 
Lincoln had formed a new army under Pope for a 
fresh offensive. The War Department had ordered 
formations away from the Army of the Potomac at 
such a rate that McClellan began to believe himself 
‘in command of nothing more than my headquar¬ 
ters escort’. That had been before Pope's defeat at 
Second Manassas, and now Robert E. Lee appar¬ 
ently was leading a twice victorious rebel army on 
Washington. 

The day of the engagement at Chantilly, 1 
September, McClellan received verbal orders from 
President Lincoln to assume command of Washing¬ 
ton, its defences and all forces in the immediate 
vicinity. This order was confirmed in writing from 
the Adjutant General’s Office on 2 September 1862. 
Major General McClellan was ordered by the 


Government to display his considerable organiza¬ 
tional talents, to return the Armies of Virginia and 
of the Potomac to fighting condition, and to save the 
Federal Capital. George Brinton McClellan 
believed that he was being called upon by an 
ungrateful administration to 'save the republic for a 
second time’. He rode out to meet Pope's returning 
troops. They were told that McClellan was again in 
command, and the effect was astonishing. Captain 
William H. Powell, serving then with the 4th 
United States Infantry Regiment in V Corps, 
recalled twenty four years later the dramatic impact 
this news had upon Pope’s formations in the sum¬ 
mer of 1862: ‘Shout upon shout went out into the 
stillness of the night; and, as it was taken up along 

▼ Lightly equipped 
infantrymen under 
'Stonewall' Jackson cross 
the Potomac River into 
Maryland at White's 
Ford. 









LEE’S INVASION OF MARYLAND 


the road & repeated bv regiment, brigade, division, 
and corps, we could hear the roar dying away in the 
distance. The effect of this man’s presence upon the 
Army of the Potomac in sunshine or rain, in dark¬ 
ness or in daylight, in victory or defeat, was ever 
electrical and too wonderful to make it worthwhile 
attempting to give a reason for it.’ 

The Armies of Virginia and of the Potomac 
were consolidated as of 5 September. Major General 
John Pope was relieved from the command of 
troops, and all Federal forces in the immediate 
vicinity of Washington w ere placed under the com¬ 
mand of Major General George McClellan. The 
geographic extent of McClellan’s command was, 
however, somewhat uncertain. Major General 
Henry Halleck, acting as President Lincoln’s chief 
of staff, apparently assumed that when a field force 
was again assembled to move against Robert E. 
Lee’s Confederate Army of Northern Virginia some 
general other than McClellan would lead it. The 
Federal Government never had the time to consider 
the matter, for Lee’s formations had begun crossing 
the Potomac River near Leesburg, Virginia, into 
Maryland the previous day, 4 September. McClellan 
was never appointed formally to the command of 
the field army defending the Federal Capital, a fact 
that explains to some extent his caution during the 
Maryland Campaign. McClellan wrote after the 
War: 'As the time had now arrived for the Armv to 
advance, and I had received no written orders to 
take command of it, but had been expressly told that 
the assignment of a commander had not been 
decided, I determined to solve the question for 
myself.... I was afterwards accused of assuming 
command without authority, for nefarious purposes, 
and, in effect, fought the battles of South Mountain 
and Antietam with a halter around my neck; for if 
the Army of the Potomac had been defeated and I 
had survived I would, no doubt, have been tried for 
assuming authority without orders.’ 

McClellan assumed command of the field forces 
covering the capital, which advanced towards the 
enemy on 5 September. It consisted of I Corps 
(Hooker), II Corps (Sumner), 1st Division/IV 
Corps (attached to the VI Corps), V Corps (Porter), 
VI Corps (Franklin), IX Corps (Burnside), XII 
Corps (Mansfield) and a cavalry division 
(Pleasonton). McClellan divided his forces into a 


right w ing under Major General Ambrose Burnside, 
consisting of I and IX Corps, a centre division 
under xMajor General Edw in Sumner of II and XII 
Corps, a left wing formed by VI Corps commanded 
by Major General William Franklin, and a reserve 
employing V Corps led by Major General Fitz-John 
Porter. Major General Nathaniel P. Banks was left in 
command of the defences of Washington with III 
Corps (Heintzelman), XI Corps (Sigel), and various 
garrison formations comprising XXII Corps. 

Lee’s Invasion of Maryland 

V 

The Army of the Potomac moved into Maryland. ‘It 
was awful hot and tedious,’ recalled Corporal 
Harrison Woodford of I Company/ 16th Connect¬ 
icut Volunteers. ‘The dust was half a foot deep,' he 
told his brother back home. It was the first field 
experience for the 16th Connecticut, and Corporal 
Woodford added in a letter dated 10 September, 
after further difficult marching following Lee into 
Maryland: ‘A Soldier's life is a hard old life to lead, 
but I think I can ride it through. No one knows any¬ 
thing of the hardships of a soldier’s life until they 
know it by experience.’ Woodford’s comment might 
stand for all soldiers, in all the campaigns of history. 

The common soldiers in Robert E. Lee’s 
Confederate Army of Northern Virginia were, if 
anything, more fatigued than their opponents. Lee 
had given his army no rest following the Second 
Manassas Campaign, and now he was leading it in a 
counter-offensive into Maryland. The southern 
commander was asking a great deal from tired flesh 
in that September of 1862. He considered it neces¬ 
sary to maintain offensive momentum, to keep the 
Federal forces off balance, and to prevent their 
occupation of as much of his beloved Virginia as he 
could manage. In addition, there were important 
political reasons for a Confederate offensive. The 
Confederate government assumed that there were 
large numbers of southern supporters in Maryland, 
and that the state was being held in the Federal 
union by force alone. 'If it is ever desired to give 
material aid to Maryland,’ wrote Robert E. Lee to 
President Jefferson Davis on 3 September, ‘and 
afford her an opportunity of throwing off the 
oppression to which she is now subject, this would 
seem the most favorable.’ Southern political leaders 
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thought that a large victorious southern army, Lee’s 
army, moving into Maryland might gain that state 
for the Confederacy. 

There was also a southern offensive being con¬ 
ducted in the western theatre. Confederate forces 
led by General Braxton Bragg and Major General 
Edmund Kirby Smith were invading Kentucky. 
Richmond entertained the same ambitions in the 
'Blue Grass State’ that it had in Maryland. The 
trump card would be a definite Southern military 
success in either or both Maryland and Kentucky. A 


Southern military success in territory clearly 
Northern. The Confederate government believed 
that such an event would ensure European recogni¬ 
tion of the Confederacy as a legitimate nation. The 
South might then receive serious foreign military 
assistance, as the American colonies had from 
France in the American Revolution. Confederate 
military resources were being strained to produce 
offensive movements in September 1862, for the 
South was gambling on the economic power of 
'King Cotton’ and potential battlefield victories in 



T. P . Hill (left) with Robert E. Lee wearing Confederate generals' uniform. 
I hat oj Hill is regulation , complete with forage cap; Lee later adopted a lay- 
down collar instead oj the stand-up version seen here; he wears no symbol of 
rank other than the stars on his collar. Painting by Ron Volstad. 
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SPECIAL ORDER 191 


Maryland and Kentucky. The risk for the South was 
great, but the stakes were high. 

Special Order 191 

General Robert E. Lee proposed to detach Major 
General Thomas J. 'Stonewall' Jackson with six 
divisions (McLaws, R. H. Anderson, Walker, 
Lawton, J. R. Jones and A. P. Hill), for the capture 
of the Federal garrison at Harper's Perry. Major 
General James Longstreet would lead the general 


advance towards Hagerstown, Maryland, with two 
divisions, (D. R. Jones and Hood); while D. H. 
Hill's division, generally under Longstreet’s com¬ 
mand, guarded the right and rear of the advancing 
Confederate army. After the reduction of Harper’s 
Ferry, Lee intended to continue the forward move¬ 
ment towards Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, threatening 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, or Washington as circum¬ 
stances might seem to indicate. Lee was committing 
two-thirds of his army to the Harper's Ferry opera¬ 
tion, and was considerably dividing his forces. The 


Headquarters, Army of Northern Virginia 

Sept, 9, 1862. 

Special Orders, No. 191. 

1 he army will resume its march to-morrow, taking the Hagerstown road. Gen. Jacksons command will 
form the advance\ and after passing Middletown, with such portion as he may select, will take the route 
towards Sharpshurg, cross thePotomac at the most convenient point, and by Friday night take possession of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, capture such oj the enemy as may he at Martinshurg, and intercept such 
as may attempt to escape from Harper's Ferry. 

Gen. Longstreet's command will pursue the same road as far as Boonsborough, where it wilt halt with 
the reserve, supply, and baggage trains of the army. 

Gen. McLaws, with his own division and that of Gen. R. H. Anderson, will follow Gen. Longstreet; on 
reaching Middletown he will take the route to Harper's Ferry, and by Friday morning possess himself of the 
Maryland Heights and endeavor to capture the enemy at Harper's Ferry and vicinity. 

Gen. Walker ; with his division, after accomplishing the object in which he is now engaged, will cross the 
Potomac at Cheek's Jord, ascend its right bank to Lovettsville, take possession of Loudon Heights, if practi¬ 
cable, by Friday morning; Key's Ford on his left, and the road between the end of the mountain and the 
Potomac on his right. He will, as far as practicable, co-operate with Gen. McLaws and Gen. Jackson in 
intercepting the retreat of the enemy. 

Gen. D. H. Hill's division will form the rear-guard of the army, pursuing the road taken by the main 
body. The reserve artillery, ordnance, and supply trains, etcwill precede Gen. Hill. 

Gen. Stuart will detach a squadron of cavalry to accompany the commands of Gens. Longstreet, 
Jackson, and McLaws, and, with the main body of the cavalry, will cover the route of the army and bring 
up all stragglers that may have been left behind. 

I he commands oj Gens. Jackson, McLaws, and Walker ; after accomplishing the objects for which they 
have been detached, will join the main body oj the army at Boonsborough or Hagerstown. 

Each regiment on the march will habitually carry its axes in the regimental ordnance-wagons, for the 
use of the men at their encampments, to procure wood, etc. 

By comma nd of Gen. R. E. Lee 

R. //. Chilton, 

Assist. Adj.-Gen. 

Major-Gen. D. H. Hill, 

Comma ruling Division. 
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Confederate army was taking a chance, but Lee rea¬ 
soned that after their defeat at Second Manassas the 
Federals would not move quickly, particularly if 
McClellan was in command. Lee issued Special 
Order 191, therefore, at Frederick, Maryland, on 9 
September, detailing this operational plan. It con¬ 
tained the specific locations of Lee’s formations for 
the next few days and clearly stated Lee’s general 
intentions. He ordered that all his division comman¬ 
ders receive copies for their guidance while major 
portions of the Army of Northern Virginia operated 
separately. 

The Federal army entered Frederick on 12 
September, the same day that the siege of Harper’s 
Ferry was commenced by Jackson’s forces. The next 
morning private soldiers of the 27th Indiana 
Volunteers, camped on ground recently used by 
Daniel Harvey Hill’s Confedei ite division, found a 
copy of Special Order 191 wiapped around some 
cigars. They realized the importance of their dis¬ 
covery, and by afternoon McClellan was in posses¬ 
sion of General Lee’s entire plan of operations. The 
astonishing carelessness, or more darkly the treach¬ 
ery of some Confederate staff officer now lost to his¬ 
tory, had presented the commander of the Army of 
12 


A After finding the orders Here he takes the salute 
that indicated how Lee s of adoring civilians in 

men would he distributed , Frederick City , Mary- 

McClellan finally led his land , 12 September 1862. 

army west to catch the His advance would , how- 

Confederates offguard. ever , be too slow. 

the Potomac with the intelligence necessary to 
destroy Lee’s army in detail before it could concen¬ 
trate. The captured intelligence caused McClellan 
to move swiftly - far more swiftly than Lee could 
have imagined. He ordered the Federal army to 
force the passes over the South Mountain range of 
the Blue Ridge through Crampton’s Gap, and 
through Turner’s Gap and its subsidiary, Fox’s Gap. 
McClellan would move on Boonsboro, interposing 
his army between the forces of Jackson at Harper’s 
Ferry and Longstreet near Hagerstown. But 
McClellan did not move swiftly enough, and histo¬ 
rians have castigated him for not ordering a night 
march on the thirteenth. It would be morning on 14 
September before the Army of the Potomac was in 
position opposite the key South Mountain posi¬ 
tions. 

Lee was made aware by a citizen of Southern 
sympathies on the evening of 13 September of the 













SPECIAL ORDER 191 



disastrous news that McClellan was in possession of 
Special Order 191. The Army of Northern Virginia 
was dangerously separated, the reduction of 
Harper’s Ferry was in hand, but not completed; and 
McClellan was on the move fully informed of Lee’s 
intentions. Lee ordered an immediate withdrawal 
south of the Potomac River. He also instructed 


Longstreet to support D. H. Hill’s division 
deployed to cover the passes McClellan must use to 


divide the Confederate army. The stage was set for 


the engagements of Crampton's Gap and Turner’s 


Gap, known collectively as South Mountain, fought 


on 14 September 1862. 


^ Major General John 
G. Walker's division took 
possession of Loudoun 
Heights at Harper's Ferry 
as McClellan was closing 
in on Lee's Army. Yet 
Walker and his men 
would manage to march 
to Sharpsburg in time to 
be of tremendous service . 


▼ Walker's troops held a 
commanding position on 
Loudoun Heights which 
are , as seen in this war¬ 
time sketch , the dominat¬ 
ing position near Harper's 
Ferry . 
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The Approaches to South Mountain, 13 to 14 Sept 1862 
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THE OPPOSING COMMANDERS 


An analysis of the two army commanders, Major 
General George McClellan leading the Federal 
Army of the Potomac and General Robert E. Lee 
commanding the Confederate Army of Northern 
\ irginia, reveals that the two shared common back¬ 
grounds. They possessed a common education, had 
experienced similar military careers, and represent¬ 
ed the upper levels of American society. They were 
personally known to each other, having served 
together during the War with Mexico (1846-7) on 
the engineering staff of Major General Winfield 
Scott, and both respected the military abilities of 
the other. Lee remarked after the end of the war that 
McClellan was the most dangerous opponent he had 
faced. Lee suggested that McClellan was, in an aca¬ 
demic sense, the most professional leader of the 
Army of the Potomac. McClellan wrote in his mem¬ 
oirs concerning Lee: 4 I had the highest respect for 
his ability as a commander, and knew that he was 
not a general to be trifled with or carelessly afforded 
an opportunity of striking a fatal blow.’ 

The Federal Commanders 

George Brinton McClellan was born into a rather 
prestigious family, with colonial New England roots, 
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on 3 December 1826. 
The son of a prominent physician, McClellan ini¬ 
tially attended the University of Pennsylvania, but 
entered the United States Military Academy at West 
Point in 1842. The curriculum at West Point in 
McClellan's day did not include a great deal of mili¬ 
tary history. McClellan was president of an under¬ 
graduate society, however, that met during the 
cadet's free time and was dedicated to the study of 
Napoleon and his military operations. He graduated 
second in the class of 1846, and as an officer of engi¬ 
neers he went immediately to the war with Mexico. 
McClellan won three brevets for gallantry and 
sound professional services during this conflict. 


He was sent abroad to investigate European mil¬ 
itary academies and was a military observer during 
the Crimean War. In addition, McClellan found 
time to design a saddle for American mounted for¬ 
mations and to write a small book on bayonet drill. 
He was clearly an officer truly interested in his pro¬ 
fession. McClellan was a captain in the 1st United 
States Cavalry in 1857, when he resigned to become 
chief engineer on the Illinois Central Railroad. The 
beginning of the American Civil War found him 
president of the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad. 

McClellan received high rank early in the war. 
He directed a successful campaign in West Virginia 
and was called upon by the Lincoln administration 
to reorganize the Federal forces before Washington, 
D.C., following McDowell's defeat in the First 
Manassas Campaign. George McClellan was an 
excellent administrative officer, a splendid organizer 
of armies and a superb drillmaster. The republic 
owed him a great deal for forging the instrument 
that would ultimately defeat the rebellion. He also 
possessed sound strategic sense. The general con¬ 
ception of the 1862 Peninsular Campaign was illus¬ 
trative of McClellan’s considerable strategic 
abilities. He demonstrated repeatedly, however, that 
his tactical direction on the battlefield was overly 
conservative and characterized by extreme caution. 
McClellan tended to overestimate the numbers 
available to his opponent. And, while he was able to 
generate intense loyalty from his subordinates, he 
clashed with his military equals and consistently 
failed to work in harmony with his political superi¬ 
ors. 

The Army of the Potomac retained high confi¬ 
dence in McClellan despite these deficiencies. He 
had nearly taken Richmond in the summer of 1862, 
and the officers and men of the army were con¬ 
vinced the rebel capital would have fallen had there 
not been interference by the Lincoln administra¬ 
tion. The failure to destroy Lee’s army at Antietam 
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A Major General Joseph 
Hooker was to earn com¬ 
mand of the Army oj the 
Potomac after McClellan 
was dismissed\ in large 
part because of his aggres¬ 
sive attacks at Antietam , 
as I Corps commander , 
which opened the battle. 


► Major General 
Ambrose Burnside allowed 
his command to become 
entangled at the bridge 
that thereafter forever 
would bear his name , and 
Jailed to hit the Confed¬ 
erate Army at the same 
time as other commands 
were attacking along the 
line . 


would not shake this confidence; indeed, the cau¬ 
tion McClellan displayed and for which he has been 
criticized by generations of historians accounted for 
some of his popularity. Captain Charles Francis 
Adams, of the 1st Massachusetts Volunteer Cavalry, 
commented with perceptive insight upon 
McClellan’s removal from command of the Army of 
the Potomac following the Maryland Campaign: 
‘We believed in him, not as a brilliant commander, 
but as a prudent one and one who was gradually 
learning how to handle our immense army, and now 
a new man must learn and he must learn by his own 
mistakes and in the blood of the army.’ The Army of 
the Potomac was very much ‘McClellan’s Army’ in 
the first two years of the war. 

Of the the corps commanders at Antietam, the 
actions of those at each flank were to have sirnificant 
repercussions on the course of the battle. 

On the right flank. Federal I Corps was com¬ 
manded by Joseph Hooker (1814-79), an 1837 grad¬ 
uate of the United States Military Academy, who 
had served in the Mexican War before resigning in 


1853 to farm. He offered his services at the begin¬ 
ning of the Civil War, commanding a brigade, a 
division and eventually a corps with credit. Hooker 
was flamboyant, aggressive and ambitious. He made 
good newspaper copy, the reporters tagged him 
‘Fighting Joe’ during the Peninsular Campaign, and 
although he would fail as an army commander dur¬ 
ing the May 1863 Chancellorsville Campaign, he 
displayed competence at Lookout Mountain in 
November 1863 and displayed consistently sound 
tactical ability while commanding XX Corps in the 
Army of the Cumberland during Sherman's 1864 
Atlanta Campaign. 

It was rumoured that Hooker drank to exeess 
and that he liked the ladies. Hooker acquired quite a 
reputation for personal immorality early in the War, 
causing one well brought up Massachusetts officer 
serving on his staff to reply to his sister s request 
that she be allowed to visit him during the winter, 
‘General Hooker’s headquarters is a place that no 
lady could visit with propriety.’ The newspaper 
reporters jokingly suggested that the large numbers 
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of prostitutes flocking to Washington in 1861 con¬ 
stituted 'Hooker's Division’. It is a name that has 
stuck to street walkers ever since. Joe Hooker was 
perhaps not a man one might introduce to polite 
society at a fashionable dinner on Beacon Hill in 
Boston, but he was the man McClellan trusted with 
commencing the destruction of Lee’s Army. It 
would prove a difficult task. 

At the other end of the federal line would stand 
the federal IX Corps, under the command of 
Ambrose Everett Burnside (182+-81). He was an 
1847 graduate of the United States Military 
Academy, and a veteran of the war with Mexico. 
Burnside left the regular army in 1857 to manufac¬ 
ture a breech-loading carbine of his own invention. 
He led the 1st Rhode Island Volunteers at First 
Manassas and engineered the successful occupation 
of the Outer Banks coastal area of North Carolina. 
Burnside’s North Carolina expedition in the early 
months of 1862 produced victories for the North at 
Roanoke Island, Fort Macon, and at New Berne. It 
also secured valuable anchorages for the Federal 


blockading fleet, staging areas for future assaults on 
southern railroad lines supplying Virginia, and 
would succeed in denying much of North Carolina 
to the Confederacy for the remainder of the War. 
Burnside secured for himself a reputation as a suc¬ 
cessful independent commander, and he looked the 
part. 'I have seen old Burnside,’ wrote Harrison 
Woodford of the 16th Connecticut to his sister 
Mattie, ‘He is a stern resolute looking man.’ 

The Confederate Commanders 

In a similar fashion to the Federal Armv of the 
Potomac, the Confederate Army of Northern 
V irginia became 'Lee’s Army’ in the minds of many 
following the assumption of command by Robert E. 
Lee after the wounding of General Joseph E. John¬ 
ston on the first day (31 May 1862), of the engage¬ 
ment of Seven Pines or Fair Oaks. Lee directed next 
a series of offensive battles known as the Seven 
Days, designed to drive McClellan’s Army of the 
Potomac away from Richmond. He then defeated 
John Pope’s Army of Virginia in a convincing fash¬ 
ion in the Second Manassas Campaign. The officers 
and men of the Army of Northern Virginia quickly 
developed supreme confidence in Lee’s leadership 
abilities. Robert E. Lee received intense loyalty from 
his army, but Lee also received from his men what 

few generals experience - an emotional devotion to 
his person. 

Robert Edward Lee was born 19 January 1807 
into one of Virginia’s most aristocratic families. His 
father, Henry ‘Light Horse Harry’ Lee (1756- 
1818), was a famous continental cavalry officer dur¬ 
ing the American Revolution, one of the members 
of the first American Congress and eventually gov¬ 
ernor of Virginia. Robert Lee entered West Point in 
1825 and graduated second in his class in 1829 
without receiving a single demerit for conduct defi¬ 
ciencies. He served in the corps of engineers con¬ 
structing coastal fortifications and served on 
Winfield Scott’s staff during the 1847 drive on 
y- ^ ee won three brevet promotions in 
Mexico and a reputation as one of the most able 
officers in the entire army. He served as 
Superintendent of the United States Military 
Academy at West Point between 1852 and 1855. His 
superintendency is regarded as one of the most suc- 
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General Robert E. Lee, in command oj the Army of 
Northern Virginia for less than a year, took a major 
gamble in bringing the war to Maryland, partly 
because of a mistaken impression that Marylanders 
would Jlock to the Southern cause. 

cessful in West Point's history. Lee was lieutenant 
colonel of the newly raised 2nd United States 
Cavalry, fighting Indians on the western plains from 
1855 — this, it should be noted, being Lee's only 
experience leading troops before the Civil War. 

The growing sectional difficulties that brought 
about the American Civil War were made apparent 
to Lee in 1859, when he commanded the detach¬ 
ment of troops that captured John Brown's men at 
Harper's Ferry, Virginia. Lee was offered high com¬ 
mand in the Federal army early in the war, but he 
declined out of loyalty to Virginia. He commanded 
briefly in the western sections of Virginia, com¬ 
pleted an inspection tour of Confederate eastern 
coastal defences, and was serving as President 
Jefferson Davis’s military adviser when he assumed 
command of the troops defending Richmond. 

Lee nearly achieved sainthood status in the 
years following 1865, as the South needed a hero to 
help deal with the humiliation suffered by defeat. 
18 


Americans have never accepted military defeat well. 
Lee has been defended by generations of loyal 
Southern historians, and it is only recently that 
some of his defects have been studied. Lee consis¬ 
tently failed to appreciate the complete military pic¬ 
ture; rather he tended to look at the conflict only as 
it impacted upon his own theatre in Virginia. This 
is natural enough, but Lee’s growing reputation 
gained as a result of impressive but strategically bar¬ 
ren victories in Virginia precluded the Confederacy 
from deploying adequate resources in the western 
theatre. Tactically, Lee persisted in employing out¬ 
dated Napoleonic infantry assaults when growing 
evidence suggested the sterility of such tactics. The 
South could not afford the casualties suffered as a 
result of such frontal assaults as Lee launched at 
Malvern Hill and Gettysburg. Lee generallv failed 
to give precise orders to his subordinate comman¬ 
ders and failed to understand how to delegate 
authority. His staff officers, commenting on Lee's 
insistence upon having a say in even the most 
minute matters of army business, called him behind 
his back 'the Tycoon’. 

In addition to these characteristics, Lee was 
often in poor health. W ith perceived heart troubles, 
he frequently expressed the opinion that he would 
not survive the war. During the Maryland 
Campaign Lee was suffering from intense pain in 
his hands, as a result of an accident that took place 
on 2 September. He had dismounted to speak with 
Longstreet and his staff. His horse was startled and 
jumped backwards, while Lee held the horse’s bri¬ 
dle loosely in his hands. Thrown violently to the 
ground, Lee sprained both wrists and broke a num¬ 
ber of bones in his hands while attempting to stop 
his fall. As a result the Confederate commander was 
unable to write, rode with difficulty, and frequently 
travelled in an ambulance during the Maryland 
operations. 

Lee was an able field commander. He had the 
full confidence of his troops. His officers were con¬ 
vinced that wherever Lee led, victories like Second 
Manassas would follow. Defeat was perceived only 
as temporary setback and nothing dulled the 
unbounded confidence the Army of Northern 
Virginia had in Lee throughout the remainder of 
the war. How r many commanders of armies have 
fought their campaigns with such devotion and con- 
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Lieutenant General Thomas J. Jackson with 
almost half oj the Confederate army was well to the 
west , capturing the garrison at Harper's Ferry , 
l irginia, during the opening phase of the 
Antietam campaign. 

fidence? The South expected great things of the 
army Lee had forged. 

The capture of Harper's Ferry and the critical 
battle on the Confederate left at Antietam would be 
entrusted to ‘Stonewall’ Jackson. Thomas Jonathan 
Jackson (1824-63), an 1846 graduate of the United 
States Military Academy, had won three brevets for 
gallantry during the war with Mexico, while serving 
with the new 'flying artillery’. He taught Natural 
Philosophy and Artillery Tactics at the Virginia 
Military Institute from 1851, and the cadets did not 
like him. Jackson was not an imaginative instructor. 
He would memorize each day's lesson the night 
before and simply repeat it in class; and if a cadet 
had the temerity to ask a question Jackson would 
start the lecture again from the beginning. Jackson 
was a strict disciplinarian, insisting on the exact 
limit of the regulations, and he was famous for the 
number of court-martial proceedings he initiated 
against cadets. The cadets called him ‘Tom Fool 



Major General James Longstreet won promotion to 
lieutenant general (9 October 1862) in large part 
because of his activities at Sharpsburg. Foot problems 
caused him to have to wear slippers instead of boots 

during the battle itself 

Jackson' and ‘Old Blue Light', making fun of the 
stern major when opportunity presented itself. For 
example, on one occasion Jackson was trying to 
teach the mobile artillery tactics he had learned in 
Mexico, and in the absence of horses he placed 
cadets to draw the guns, caissons and limbers. 
Jackson ordered the cadets to trot, and one cadet in 
a lead position refused to move. He placed the 
offending cadet under arrest. During the court- 
martial proceedings, when asked why he had refused 
to move forward after Major Jackson's order, the 
cadet responded by stating: ‘Sir, Major Jackson 
ordered me to trot. I am a natural pacer.’ 

The VMI Board of Visitors considered dispens¬ 
ing with Jackson’s services. He was not even on 
speaking terms with the school’s superintendent, 
Colonel Francis Henney Smith, but no one could 
deny the man’s obvious ability with field pieces; and 
when the VMI Corps of Cadets went to Richmond 
in 1861 to train Virginia’s regiments the battalion of 
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Major General Ambrose Powell Hill forced his men 
in a desperate march to reach Lee's force at 
Sharps burg, arriving late in the day to turn the tide 
and force an end to Federal attacks. 


Army of Tennessee. At Antietam, however, he was 
to play a decisive part in halting the attack of 
Hooker’s Federal I Corps. 

The struggle for the sunken road - "Bloody 
Lane' — would involve hard fighting by the command 
of Daniel Harvey Hill (1821-89), an 1842 graduate 
of the United States Military Academy and 
Jackson’s brother-in-law. He had won two brevets in 
Mexico, but resigned in 1849 to become a professor 
of mathematics. A difficult subordinate, he was not 
an easy man to get along with, and convinced that 
there was too much "Virginian influence' in Lee’s 
army. No one would have denied, however, that he 
was a splendid fighter, perhaps the best division 
commander in the Army of Northern Virginia. 

At the southern end of the Confederate line at 
Antietam, all would ultimately depend upon the 
division of Ambrose Powell Hill (1825-65). He was 
an 1847 graduate of the United States Military 
Academy and a veteran of both the Mexican and 
Seminole wars. Hill had demonstrated a hard driv¬ 
ing, aggressive style of divisional leadership in the 
campaigns previous to the Maryland operations. 
Although he often feuded with his superiors, he was 
widely regarded as the best divisional commander in 
the Confederate Armv. 

w 


cadets marched behind Major Jackson. Jackson 
acquired the famous sobriquet "Stonewall’ at First 
Manassas in July 1861 and conducted the magnifi¬ 
cent Shenandoah Valley Campaign in 1862, perhaps 
one of the most successful strategic diversions in all 
military history. Jackson fumbled to a degree as a 
somewhat independent offensive commander dur¬ 
ing Lee’s Seven Days operations against McClellan 
on the Peninsula, but he had performed admirably 
during the Second Manassas Campaign and during 
the early stages of the Maryland Campaign. 

Other key commanders at Antietam included 
Brigadier General John Bell Hood (1831-79). A 
graduate of the United States Military Academy, he 
had served with Lee before the War fighting Indians 
in the 2nd United States Cavalry. John Hood was 
perhaps one of the most aggressive combat officers 
in either army. He was an excellent divisional leader 
on the battlefield, although he possessed only a very 
limited knowledge of logistics, and he would fail 
dismally in 1864 as commander of the Confederate 


► Northerners could not 
figure out how 
Confederate troops could 
fight so well for an obvi¬ 
ously bad cause. This 
piece of Northern propa¬ 
ganda attempts to 
explain it by indicating 
that they had to fight or 
be killed by their own 
ojftcers and provost 
guards , who were posted 
in the rear during battle 
to stop straggling. 
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The American Civil War was fought basically with 
volunteer regiments. The regular Army of the 
Lnited States in I860 consisted only of ten regi¬ 
ments of infantry, four regiments of artillery, two 
regiments of dragoons, the regiment of mounted 
rifles, and two regiments of cavalry. In the early 
months of the conflict the Federal government 
added a regiment of cavalry and renumbered all the 
mounted regiments (the 1st and 2nd Dragoons, the 
Regiment of Mounted Rifles, the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
Cavalry retitled respectively, the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 
5th, and 6th Cavalry). The War Department also 
created another regiment of artillery and nine new 
regular regiments, each to consist of three battalions 
of eight companies (the older regiments remaining 
each a single battalion of ten companies). 

There were a number of proposals as to how r the 
small regular army might be best employed. Some 



argued that the formations should be broken up and 
the personnel assigned to the new volunteer forma¬ 
tions: the men promoted noncommissioned officers, 
the noncommissioned officers promoted line offi¬ 
cers, the line officers promoted field officers, and 
the field officers promoted to general rank. A plan 
very much like this had been drafted by John C. 
Calhoun w hen he had been Secretary of War during 
the administration of James Monroe. It was sug¬ 
gested that individual regular formations be 
assigned to volunteer brigades and divisions. This 
practice was followed more or less in the artillery, 
where one regular light battery was assigned to a 
volunteer artillery brigade. Major General (brevet 
Lieutenant General) Winfield Scott, commander in 
chief of the pre-w ar regular army, insisted that regu¬ 
lar army formations, with the exception of the 
artillery, where the companies served independently 
as light artillery batteries throughout the conflict, be 
kept together as a final reserve. There were a sub¬ 
stantial number of regular officers w ho, as a result of 
this decision, wished to leave their regiments to 
accept higher rank in the new volunteer formations, 
a practice encouraged by the various state governors, 
w ho realized the value of a regular subaltern drilling 
a new volunteer regiment as a field officer. The 
Federal War Department was very reluctant to allow 
this but was forced to do so ultimately by circum¬ 
stance. There were a large number of Federal offi¬ 
cers who held much higher volunteer rank than 
their regular rank during the war, a situation com¬ 
plicated further by the practice of granting brevet 
commissions in both the regular and volunteer ser¬ 
vice in reward for exemplary conduct. 

A Federal volunteer regiment originated at the 
state level. State governors received requests from 
the Federal War Department on several occasions to 
provide a given number of regiments for Federal 
service. The governor would select a prominent 
individual he believed capable of gathering enough 
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men for a regiment. The new colonel would then 
select 1 ten individuals he believed able to raise a 
company. The remaining field officers were often 
appointed by the governor, although the wishes of 
the regiment in this matter were generally 
respected. Finally, all commissions were granted by 
the governor and later approved by the War 
Department in Washington. There were Federal 
officer boards that later examined the fitness of indi- 



Lieutenant Colonel of the 9th New York 
Cavalry . In the field , the sash was rarely worn 
except by the officer of the day. Painting by 

Michael Youens. 


vidual officers. The criteria for officer selection had 
less to do with military experience than with the 
position of the individual in pre-war society. The 
important thing was to attract men into the service. 
The duties of an infantry officer were not overly 
complicated in 1861, and a reasonably intelligent 
individual could learn them through diligent appli¬ 
cation to the army regulations and the various drill 
manuals. The new regiment was eventually 
inspected and mustered into the Federal service by a 
regular officer in each state detailed for this pur¬ 
pose. There was very little resembling modern basic 
training. The 14th Connecticut Volunteers, for 
example, went into the battle of Antietam without 
having been instructed in the operation of their 
rifles. 

A regiment was fortunate to have a West Point 
graduate, an officer of the regular army, or even an 
officer of the pre-war militia as one of its field offi¬ 
cers. The new' volunteers did not take well to disci¬ 
pline, but they were splendid material and 
developed into veteran formations in an astonish¬ 
ingly short time. Field officers with regular experi¬ 
ence found that their men resented attempts to 
employ 'old army’ discipline. 'These regular offi¬ 
cers,’ wrote Horace H. Justis, Lieutenant and 
Adjutant of the 65th Ohio Volunteers, 'think a pri¬ 
vate is not as good as they.’ Justis complained fur¬ 
ther about his regular army colonel: ‘Thinks he 
knows everything and don’t like to be advised. That 
style won’t do. He will gradually be disliked by the 
regiment.’ 

The men discovered quickly, however, the value 
of such training. They discovered that seemingly 
odious methods saved lives on the battlefield and 
through adequate sanitation prevented deaths in 
camp. Isaac Ingalls Stevens started the war as 
colonel of the 79th New r York Volunteers. He w as an 
1839 graduate of West Point and an officer of long 
military experience. Stevens was forced to stare 
down a mutiny with his revolver, after he had 
insisted on employing regular discipline with his 
New Yorkers. The men of the 79th New' York, how¬ 
ever, after they had served in several battles with 
Stevens, voluntarily gave up a month’s pay to buy 
him a sw ord in appreciation of his leadership. 

There were similar situations in Southern regi¬ 
ments. There were incompetent officers in both 
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A Confederates in the a print of the attack over 

Maryland Campaign the Burnside Bridge made 

were never as uniform or by Kurz and Allison 
even well clad as these in years after the war. 

armies. North and South were saddled with gener¬ 
als selected for their political positions and with reg¬ 
ular officers grown far too old in the service to fight 
another war. The majority of regular officers had 
vast experience with company size formations, but 
few had commanded anything larger; indeed, the 
Mexican War had been the last time large forma¬ 
tions had been employed. Confederate Lieutenant 
General Richard Ewell remarked on his pre-war 
military experience by stating that he had ‘learned 
everything there was to know about leading a com¬ 
pany of dragoons, but nothing else’. The amazing 
thing is that so many competent and really very able 
generals were eventually found. 

The soldier’s home was his regiment or battery, 
which functioned much like a mobile community. 
There were ten companies in an infantry regiment, 
twelve companies in a regiment of cavalry, and light 


artillery batteries were grouped in battalions or 
brigades of three to five batteries from 1862. The 
basic tactical unit, however, was the brigade. The 
regiments in Southern brigades were frequently 
from the same state. This practice was less common 
in Northern armies. Formations were deployed in 
shoulder-to-shoulder fashion, despite the addition 
of rifled weapons to the battlefield; although both 
sides employed increasingly heavy skirmishing lines 
as the war progressed. 

The armies were armed with a mix of smooth¬ 
bore and rifled weaponry. The notion that all Civil 
War soldiers carried rifled muskets is inaccurate; in 
fact, some brigades deliberately armed some regi¬ 
ments with smooth-bore muskets in order to fire 
‘buck and ball’ as an anti-personnel round at close 
range. The situation in the artillery was similar, and 
although a number of different guns were used, the 
goal was a mix of rifled and smooth-bored artillery. 
The Federal Army of the Potomac, for example, 
used the 3in Ordnance Rifle for longer range work 
against other artillery, fortifications, or troops 
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deployed at a distance. The smooth-bored twelve- 
pounder ‘Napoleon’ was used for breaking up 
infantry assaults at close range with canister. 

The employment of mounted formations in the 
American Civil War is a most interesting topic. 
There were mounted sabre charges on the 
European model, sometimes on a large scale, such 
as took place at Brandy Station and at Gettysburg. 
The armies often employed their mounted arm, 
however, in raiding operations and as a species of 
mounted infantry. The raid conducted by Colonel 
Benjamin Grierson in May 1863 with three regi¬ 
ments through the state of Mississippi represents 
perhaps the most successful mounted raid of the 
war, certainly the one operation that had the most 
strategic success. Raiding operations in general, 
however, proved to be a dissipation of military 
resources. Such operations were romantic but not 
very productive of long term results. General 
William Sherman once remarked that he had never 
seen cavalry destroy railroad track to such an extent 
as to make it unserviceable for more than four or 
five days. Brigadier General John Buford clearly 
demonstrated the great utility of cavalry as mounted 
infantry through his extremely successful holding 
action on the first day of the battle of Gettysburg 
w ith his 1st Division/Cavalry Corps/ Potomac. 


▲ An artillery battery a very thick Jog of battle' 

gallops forward into according to this content- 

action and prepares to porary illustration, 

open Jire> apparently into 

The Federal government w as at first reluctant to 
raise volunteer cavalry regiments, considering them 
expensive and thinking that cavalry drill was too 
complicated to be assimilated by the volunteer in a 
short time. The War Department eventually raised 
substantial numbers of cavalry regiments. One of 
the errors McClellan committed during the 
Maryland Campaign was in failing to find use for 
his cavalry division. Brigadier General Alfred 
Pleasonton’s men sat out the battle of Antietam, 
while a logical employment for them would have 
been to secure a crossing of the Antietam Creek 
downstream from Burnside’s Bridge. 1 he 
Confederate government raised more cavalry regi¬ 
ments than they could find horses for, and many 
Southern cavalry formations fought the war dis¬ 
mounted as infantry. 

The actual number of men present with the 
armies during the Maryland Campaign is a matter 
of much debate. It is made complicated by the dif¬ 
ferent book-keeping arrangements used at the time 
by the opposing sides. The issue was complicated 
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further bv post-war Southern political considera¬ 
tions. The Federal Army of the Potomac and all 
other Northern military organizations, required to 
submit monthly returns to the War Department in 
Washington, reported everyone attached to the vari¬ 
ous formations on the strength returns regardless of 
their current individual situation. The result was 
inflated, as men serving in a variety of extra duties, 
on leave, legitimately or illegitimately absent, tem¬ 
porarily sick or disabled, were reported as being 
actually present with their regiments. In addition, 
officers, musicians, and noncommissioned officers 
were included in the general total. The result is that 
Federal strength returns do not reflect accurately 
the number of men present on the battle line at any 
particular moment in time. The Southern practice 
was to list only those men who were actually present 
and only those men actually bearing a rifle in the 
battle line. 

It became important in the post-war years for 
the defeated South to insist that Southern general¬ 
ship was not the reason for Southern defeat, but 
rather chance and overwhelming Northern num¬ 
bers. The post-war Southern political leadership 
had to explain military defeat if they were to resume 
their positions in the post-war South. Their argu¬ 
ment seems to be supported by a comparison of 
Northern and Southern strength returns for a given 
battle. The simple truth is that on the battle line for 
much of the American Civil War at the point of con¬ 
tact numbers were more or less equal, with tempo¬ 
rary fluctuating numerical advantage. When the 
North was on the offensive in a hostile country, it 
was necessary to detach formations to protect lines 
of communication the deeper a Federal army moved 
into Southern territory. The South being over¬ 
whelmed by huge numbers of Northern soldiers is a 
myth made more apparent than real by differing 
accounting systems and post-war Southern recollec¬ 
tions motivated by political considerations. 

The Army of Northern Virginia suffered 
throughout the Maryland Campaign from extreme 
straggling. The vast majority of Southern partici¬ 
pants comment on the excessive number of men 
leaving the ranks. Common soldiers had varied rea¬ 
sons for failing to keep up with their regiments. 
Major General Daniel Harvey Hill wrote in his gen¬ 
eral report of operations in Maryland: ‘Doubtless 


the want of shoes, the want of food, and physical 
exhaustion had kept many brave men from being 
with the army; but thousands of thieving poltroons 
had kept away from sheer cowardice.' There were 
also political reasons. 

The South raised volunteer regiments early in 
the war in the same manner as their Northern oppo¬ 
nents; however, the Confederacy resorted to a draft 
much earlier than the North. There were many 
Southern soldiers unhappy with the 1862 
Confederate Conscription Act. Men who had 
enlisted for one year found to their surprise that 
under the terms of the Conscription Act their one- 
year regiment had instantly been converted to a reg¬ 
iment enlisted for the duration of the conflict, 
without their consent and without the opportunity 
to elect new officers. The Conscription Act seemed 
to place the Southern manpower burden on the eco¬ 
nomically disadvantaged, providing exemptions for 
slave owners and allowing the purchase of substi¬ 
tutes by those with financial means. The Act sug¬ 
gested the validity of the common adage that it was 
indeed ‘a rich man's war, but a poor man’s fight'. In 
addition, the Confederate government insisted that 
the conflict was necessary to protect the entirety of 
Southern culture and that a defensive war only 
would be prosecuted. The invasion of Maryland 
seemed contrary to the stated objectives of the Davis 
administration, and substantial elements of Lee’s 
army expressed their political sentiments and their 
opinion of the Conscription Act through temporary 
desertion until the termination of the Maryland 
Campaign. 

Honest estimates of the rank and file strength of 
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia present at 
Antietam range from 35,000 to 55,000. The approx¬ 
imate figure of 45,000 would seem fairly accurate. 
The estimates of McClellan's Army of the Potomac 
range from 79,000 to 90,000, although a figure of 
82,000 is more accurate. It should be remembered 
that McClellan failed to employ all his available 
forces, fighting the battle of Antietam basically w ith 
I, II, IX, and XII Corps, perhaps 50,000 men or 
more. Lee was forced by circumstances to employ 
everyone present. The best that can be said with 
respect to numbers engaged is that Lee's Army was 
outnumbered at Antietam, although by exactly what 
margin is a matter of speculation. 
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ORDER OF BATTLE: UNITED STATES FORCES 


Field Forces, Defences of Wash¬ 
ington, Army of the Potomac 

George Brinton McClellan, Major 
General USA 

Escort: Oneida (New York) Volunteer 
Cavalry Co., A & E J 4th US Regular 
Cavalry. Headquarters Guard: 93rd 
New York Volunteers. Provost & 
Quartermaster’s Guard: BCH & 1/ 1st 
US Regular Cavalry, EFH & K/ 2nd US 
Regular Cavalry, ADF & G/ 8th US 
Regular Infantry, G & H/ 19th US 
Regular Infantry 

Unattached formations: US Regular 
Engineer Battalion 


Joseph Hooker, Major General USV 

Escort: ABI & K/ 2nd New York 
Volunteer Cavalry 

1st Division 

John Porter Hatch, Brigadier General 
USV 

1st Brigade (Walter Phelps, Colonel 
22nd New York Volunteers): 22nd, 
24th, 30th, 84th New York Volunteers 
(14th New York Militia), 2nd US 
Volunteers Sharpshooters 
2nd Brigade (Abner Doubleday, 
Brigadier General USV): 7th Indiana 
Volunteers, 76th, 95th New York 
Volunteers, 56th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers 

3rd Brigade (Marsena Rudolph 
Patrick, Brigadier General USV): 21 st, 
23rd, 35th, 80th New York Volunteers 
(20th New York Militia) 

4th Brigade (The Iron Brigade) 

(John Gibbon, Brigadier General USV): 
19th Indiana Volunteers, 2nd, 6th, 7th 
Wisconsin Volunteers 
Artillery: B/4th US Regular 
Artillery, D/lst Rhode Island 
Volunteer Artillery, L/lst New York 
Volunteer Artillery, 1st Independent 
Battery, New Hampshire Volunteer 
Light Artillery 

2nd Division 

James Brewerton Ricketts, Brigadier 
General USV 

I st Brigade (Abram Duryee, 
Brigadier General USV): 97th, 104th, 
105th New York Volunteers, 107th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers 


2nd Brigade (William Henry 
Christian, Colonel 26th New York 
Volunteers): 26th, 94th New York 
Volunteers, 88th, 90th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers 

3rd Brigade (George Lucas Hartsuff, 
Brigadier General USV): 16th Maine 
Volunteers (detached as railroad guard 
13 Sept.), 12th, 13th Massachusetts 
Volunteers, 83rd New York 
Volunteers (9th New York Militia), 

I Ith Pennsylvania Volunteers 
Artillery: F/lst Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Artillery, Cl Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Light Artillery 

3rd Division 

George Gordon Meade, Brigadier 
General USV 

1st Brigade (Truman Seymour, Brig¬ 
adier General USV): 1st Pennsylvania 
Reserves (30th Pennsylvania Volun¬ 
teers), 2nd Pennsylvania Reserves 
(31st Pennsylvania Volunteers), 5th 
Pennsylvania Reserves (34th Pen¬ 
nsylvania Volunteers), 6th Pennsylvania 
Reserves (35th Pennsylvania Volun¬ 
teers), 13th Pennsylvania Reserves 
(42nd Pennsylvania Volunteers) 

2nd Brigade (Albert Magilton, 
Colonel): 3rd Pennsylvania Reserves 
(32nd Pennsylvania Volunteers), 4th 
Pennsylvania Reserves (33rd 
Pennsylvania Volunteers), 7th 
Pennsylvania Reserves (36th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers), 8th 
Pennsylvania Reserves (37th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers) 

3rd Brigade (Thomas Foster 
Gallagher, Colonel I Ith Pennsylvania 
Reserves): 9th Pennsylvania Reserves 
(38th Pennsylvania Volunteers), 10th 
Pennsylvania Reserves (39th Pen¬ 
nsylvania Volunteers), I Ith Pennsyl¬ 
vania Reserves (40th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers), 12th Pennsylvania Res¬ 
erves (41st Pennsylvania Volunteers) 
Artillery: C/5th US Regular 
Artillery, A/1st Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Artillery, B/lst Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Artillery, G/lst Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Artillery (detached at Washington 6 
Sept.) 


_ 

Edwin Vose Sumner, Major General 
USV 

Escort: D & K/6th New York 


Volunteer Cavalry 

1st Division 

Israel Bush Richardson, Brigadier 
General USV 

1st Brigade (John Curtis Caldwell, 
Brigadier General USV): 5th New 
Hampshire Volunteers, 7th New York 
Volunteers, 61st & 64th New York 
Volunteers , 81st Pennsylvania 
Volunteers 

2nd Brigade (The Irish Brigade) 
(Thomas Francis Meagher, Brigadier 
General USV): 29th Massachusetts 
Volunteers, 63rd New York 
Volunteers, 69th New York 
Volunteers, 88th New York 
Volunteers 

3rd Brigade (John Rutter Brooke, 
Colonel 53rd Pennsylvania 
Volunteers): 2nd Delaware 
Volunteers, 52nd New York 
Volunteers, 57th New York 
Volunteers, 66th New York 
Volunteers, 53rd Pennsylvania 
Volunteers 

Artillery: A & C/4th US Regular 
Artillery, B/lst New York Volunteer 
Artillery 

2nd Division 

John Sedgwick, Major General USV 
1st Brigade (Willis Arnold Gorman, 
Brigadier General USV): 15th 
Massachusetts Volunteers, 1st 
Minnesota Volunteers, 34th New York 
Volunteers, 82nd New York 
Volunteers (2nd New York Militia), 1st 
Company Massachusetts Sharp¬ 
shooters, 2nd Company Minnesota 
Sharpshooters 

2nd Brigade (The Philadelphia 
Brigade) (Oliver Otis Howard, Brig¬ 
adier General USV): 69th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, 71st Pennsylvania Volun¬ 
teers, 72nd Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
106th Pennsylvania Volunteers 
3rd Brigade (Napoleon Jackson 
Tecumseh Dana, Brigadier General 
USV): 19th Massachusetts Volunteers, 
20th Massachusetts Volunteers, 7th 
Michigan Volunteers, 42nd New York 
Volunteers, 59th New York Volun¬ 
teers 

Artillery: l/lst US Regular Artillery, 
A/1st Rhode Island Volunteer Artillery 

3rd Division 

William Henry French, Brigadier 
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2nd Division 

George Sykes, Brigadier General USV 
1st Brigade (Robert Christie Buch¬ 
anan, Lt. Colonel 4th US Regular 
Infantry): 3rd US Regular Infantry, 4th 
US Regular Infantry, 1/12th US Regular 
Infantry, 11/12th US Regular Infantry, 

1/14th US Regular Infantry, 11/14th US 
Regular Infantry 

2nd Brigade (Charles Swain Lovell, 
Major I Oth US Regular Infantry): 1st & 
6th US Regular Infantry (Consolid¬ 
ated), 2nd & I Oth US Regular Infantry 
(Consolidated), I Ith US Regular 
Infantry, 17th US Regular Infantry 
3rd Brigade (Gouverneur Kemble 
Warren, Colonel): 5th New York 


Volunteers (Duryee’s Zouaves), I Oth 
New York Volunteers (National 
Zouaves) 

Unattached formation: I st US 
Volunteer Sharpshooters 
Artillery: E & G/1st US Regular 
Artillery, l/5th US Regular Artillery, 
K/5th US Regular Artillery 

3rd Division 

Andrew Atkinson Humphreys, 
Brigadier General USV 
(Organized 12 Sept 1862, arrived on 
field as reinforcements 18 Sept 1862) 
1st Brigade (Erastus Barnard Tyler, 
Brigadier General USV): 91st Pennsyl¬ 
vania Volunteers, 126th Pennsylvania 

Continued overleaf 


Private of the Nth 
Brooklyn Regiment , 
still wearing the pre¬ 
war red trousers; for 
most units , these were 
replaced in time by 
standard Union 
fatigue dress . Paint- 
ing by Michael 
Youens. 


General USV 

1st Brigade (Nathan Kimball, 
Brigadier General USV): 14th Indiana 
Volunteers, 8th Ohio Volunteers, 

132nd Pennsylvania Volunteers, 7th 
West Virginia Volunteers 
2nd Brigade (Dwight Morris, 

Colonel 14th Connecticut 
Volunteers): 14th Connecticut 
Volunteers, 108th New York 
Volunteers, 130th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers 

3rd Brigade (Max Weber, Brigadier 
General USV): I st Delaware 
Volunteers, 5th Maryland Volunteers, 
4th New York Volunteers 
Artillery: G/lst New York 
Volunteer Artillery, B/lst Rhode Island 
Volunteer Artillery, G/lst Rhode 
Island Volunteer Artillery 


Fitz-John Porter, Major General USV 
Escort: 1st Maine Volunteer Cavalry 
(detachment) 


George Webb Morell, Brigadier 
General USV 

1st Brigade (James Barnes, Colonel 
18th Massachusetts Volunteers): 2nd 
Maine Volunteers, 18th Massachusetts 
Volunteers, 22nd Massachusetts 
Volunteers, 1st Michigan Volunteers, 
13th New York Volunteers, 25th New 
York Volunteers, 118th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, 2nd Company, Massachus¬ 
etts Volunteer Sharpshooters 
2nd Brigade (Charles Griffin, 
Brigadier General USV): 2nd District 
of Columbia Volunteers, 9th 
Massachusetts Volunteers, 32nd 
Massachusetts Volunteers, 4th 
Michigan Volunteers, 14th New York 
Volunteers, 62nd Pennsylvania 
Volunteers 

3rd Brigade (T.B.W. Stockton, 
Colonel): 20th Maine Volunteers, 16th 
Michigan Volunteers, 12th New York 
Volunteers, 17th New York 
Volunteers, 44th New York 
Volunteers, 83rd Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, Brady’s Company of 
Michigan Volunteer Sharpshooters 
Artillery: D/5th US Regular 
Artillery, 3rd Independent Battery, 
Massachusetts Volunteer Light 
Artillery, C/lst Rhode Island 
Volunteer Artillery 
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Volunteers, 129th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, 134th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers 

2nd Brigade (Peter Allabach, 
Colonel 131 st Pennsylvania 
Volunteers): 123rd Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, 131 st Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, 133rd Pennsylvania 
Volunteers 155th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers 

Artillery: C/lst New York 
Volunteer Artillery, L/lst Ohio 
Volunteer Artillery 

Artillery Reserve 

K/lst US Regular Artillery, G/4th US 
Regular Artillery, 5th Independent 
Battery, New York Volunteer Light 
Artillery, A/1st New York Volunteer 
Artillery Battalion, B/lst New York 
Volunteer Artillery Battalion, C/lst 
New York Volunteer Artillery 
Battalion, D/lst New York Volunteer 
Artillery Battalion 



William Buel Franklin, Major General 


USV 

Escort: B & G/6th Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Cavalry 

1st Division 

Henry Warner Slocum, Major General 
USV 

I st Brigade (Alfred Thomas Archi¬ 
medes Torbert, Brigadier General 
USV): I st New Jersey Volunteers, 2nd 
New Jersey Volunteers, 3rd New 
Jersey Volunteers, 4th New Jersey 
Volunteers 

2nd Brigade (Joseph Jackson 
Bartlett, Colonel 27th New York 
Volunteers): 5th Maine Volunteers, 

16th New York Volunteers, 27th New 
York Volunteers, 96th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers 

3rd Brigade (John Newton, Brigadier 
General USV): 18th New York Volun¬ 
teers, 31st New York Volunteers, 

32nd New York Volunteers, 95th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers 
Artillery: D/2nd US Regular 
Artillery, 1st Independent Battery, 
Massachusetts Volunteer Light 
Artillery, 1st Independent Battery, 

New Jersey Volunteer Light 
Artillery, A/Maryland Volunteer Light 
Artillery 


2nd Division 

William F. Smith, Major General USV 
I st Brigade (Winfield Scott 
Hancock, Brigadier General USV): 6th 
Maine Volunteers, 43rd New York 
Volunteers, 49th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, 137th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, 5th Wisconsin Volunteers 
2nd Brigade (William Thomas 
Harbaugh Brooks, Brigadier General 
USV): 2nd Vermont Volunteers, 3rd 
Vermont Volunteers, 4th Vermont 
Volunteers, 5th Vermont Volunteers, 
6th Vermont Volunteers 
3rd Brigade (William Howard Irwin, 
Colonel 49th New York Volunteers): 
7th Maine Volunteers, 20th New York 
Volunteers, 33rd New York Volun¬ 
teers, 49th New York Volunteers, 

77th New York Volunteers 
Artillery: F/5th US Regular Artillery, 
1st Independent Battery, New York 
Volunteer Light Artillery, B/Maryland 
Volunteer Light Artillery 

1st Division 

Darius Nash Couch, Major General 
USV 

(Attached to VI Corps as 3rd Division, 
remainder of IV Corps in the 
Department of Southern Virginia. 1st 
Division/IV Corps became formally 3rd 
Division/ VI Corps as of 26 Sept 1862.) 
I st Brigade (Charles Devens, Brig¬ 
adier General USV): 7th Massachusetts 
Volunteers, 10th Massachusetts Volun¬ 
teers, 36th New York Volunteers, 2nd 
Rhode Island Volunteers 
2nd Brigade (Albion Parris Howe, 
Brigadier General USV): 62nd New 
York Volunteers (Anderson’s 
Zouaves), 93rd Pennsylvania Volun¬ 
teers, 98th Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
102nd Pennsylvania Volunteers, 139th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers 
3rd Brigade (John Cochrane, 
Brigadier General USV): 65th New 
York Volunteers, 67th New York 
Volunteers, 122nd New York Volun¬ 
teers, 23rd Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
61st Pennsylvania Volunteers, 82nd 
Pennsylvania Volunteers 
Artillery: G/2nd US Regular 
artillery, C/lst Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Artillery, D/lst Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Artillery, 3rd Independent Battery, 
New York Volunteer Light Artillery 



Ambrose Everett Burnside, Major 


General USV 

Jesse Lee Reno, Major General USV 
Jacob Dolson Cox, Brigadier General 
USV 

(Burnside considered himself in com¬ 
mand of the right wing of the Army of 
the Potomac, consisting of his own IX 
Corps and I Corps led by Hooker, a 
command he did exercise at South 
Mountain on 14 Sept. McClellan had, 
however, ended this arrangement 
upon the arrival of the army at the 
Antietam battlefield. This was a fact 
that Burnside was either unaware of, 
or of which he deliberately took no 
notice; the result being some com¬ 
mand confusion on the Federal left 
during the engagement of Antietam 
Creek. General Reno had led IX 
Corps at South Mountain, while 
Burnside was exercising his wing com¬ 
mand; and was killed in that engage¬ 
ment. General Burnside insisted at 
Antietam that General Cox, the leader 
of the attached Kanawha Division from 
West Virginia, who was senior to 
Burnside’s other divisional comman¬ 
ders, was actually the leader of IX 
Corps.) 

Escort: G/lst Maine Volunteer Cavalry 

1st Division 

Orlando Bolivar Willcox, Brigadier 
General USV 

1st Brigade (Benjamin Christ, 
Colonel 50th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers): 28th Massachusetts 
Volunteers, 17th Michigan Volunteers, 
79th New York Volunteers, 50th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers 
2nd Brigade (Thomas Welsh, 
Colonel): 8th Michigan Volunteers, 
46th New York Volunteers, 45th Pen¬ 
nsylvania Volunteers, 100th Pennsyl¬ 
vania Volunteers 
Artillery: E/2nd US Regular 
Artillery, 8th Independent Battery, 
Massachusetts Volunteer Light 
Artillery 

2nd Division 

Samuel Davis Sturgis, Brigadier 
General USV 

I st Brigade (James Nagle, Brigadier 
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General USV): 2nd Maryland Volun¬ 
teers, 6th New Hampshire Volunteer, 
9th New Hampshire Volunteers, 48th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers 
2nd Brigade (Edward Ferrero, Brig¬ 
adier General USV): 21st Massachus¬ 
etts Volunteers, 35th Massachusetts 
Volunteers, 51st New York Volun¬ 
teers, 51st Pennsylvania Volunteers 
Artillery: E/4th US Regular Artillery, 
D/Pennsylvania Volunteer Light 
Artillery 

3rd Division 

Isaac Peace Rodman, Brigadier General 
USV 

1st Brigade (Harrison Stiles 
Fairchild, Colonel 89th New York 
Volunteers): 9th New York 
Volunteers (Hawkin’s Zouaves), 89th 
New York Volunteers, 103rd New 
York Volunteers 

2nd Brigade (Edward Harland, Col¬ 
onel 8th Connecticut Volunteers): 8th 
Connecticut Volunteers, I I th Con¬ 
necticut Volunteers, 16th Connecticut 
Volunteers, 4th Rhode Island Volun¬ 
teers 

Artillery: A/5th US Regular Artillery 

The Kanawha Division 

Jacob Dolson Cox, Brigadier General 
USV 

Hugh Boyle Ewing, Colonel 30th Ohio 
Volunteers 

1st Brigade (Hugh Boyle Ewing, 
Colonel 30th Ohio Volunteers, Eliakim 
Parker Scammon, Colonel 23rd Ohio 
Volunteers): 12th Ohio Volunteers, 
23rd Ohio Volunteers, 30th Ohio 
Volunteers, 1st Independent Battery, 
Ohio Volunteer Light Artillery, Gil¬ 
more’s Independent Company, Ohio 
Volunteer Cavalry, Harrison’s Indep¬ 
endent Company, Ohio Volunteer 
Cavalry 

2nd Brigade (George Crook, 

Colonel 36th Ohio Volunteers): I Ith 
Ohio Volunteers, 28th Ohio 
Volunteers, 36th Ohio Volunteers, 
Independent Battery, Kentucky 
Volunteer Light Artillery, Schambeck’s 
Independent Company, Illinois 
Volunteer Cavalry (The Chicago 
Dragoons) 

Unattached formations: 6th New 
York Volunteer Cavalry (8 Cos.), 3rd 
Independent Company, Ohio Volun¬ 


teer Cavalry, L & M/3rd US Regular 
Artillery 


Joseph King Fenno Mansfield, Major 
General USV 

Alpheus Starkey Williams, Brigadier 
General USV 

(General Mansfield was mortally 
wounded very early in the action and 
was replaced, after some confusion, by 
General Williams.) 

Escort: L/lst Michigan Volunteer 
Cavalry 

1st Division 

Alpheus Starkey Williams, Brigadier 
General USV 

Samuel Wylie Crawford, Brigadier 
General USV 

1st Brigade (Samuel Wylie 
Crawford, Brigadier General USV, 
Joseph Farmer Knipe, Colonel 46th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers): 5th 
Connecticut Volunteers (detached at 
Frederick 15 Sept.), 10th Maine 
Volunteers, 28th New York 
Volunteers, 46th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, 124th Pennsylvania Volun¬ 
teers, 125th Pennsylvania Volunteers, 

128th Pennsylvania Volunteers 
3rd Brigade (George Henry 
Gordon, Brigadier General USV): 27th 
Indiana Volunteers, 2nd Massachusetts 
Volunteers, 13th New Jersey 
Volunteers, 107th New York 
Volunteers, 3rd Wisconsin Volunteers 

2nd Division 

George Sears Greene, Brigadier 
General USV 

1st Brigade (Hector Tyndale, Lt. 
Colonel 28th Pennsylvania Volun¬ 
teers): 5th Ohio Volunteers, 7th Ohio 
Volunteers, 29th Ohio Volunteers 
(detached 9 Sept.), 66th Ohio 
Volunteers, 28th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers 

2nd Brigade (Henry Stainbrook, 
Colonel): 3rd Maryland Volunteers, 
102nd New York Volunteers, 109th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers (detached 13 
Sept.), I I Ith Pennsylvania Volunteers 
3rd Brigade (William Goodrich, 
Colonel): 3rd Delaware Volunteers, 
60th New York Volunteers, 78th New 


York Volunteers, Purnell Maryland 
Volunteer Legion 
Artillery Brigade (C.L. Best, 
Captain 4th US Regular Artillery): 

F/4th US Regular Artillery, 4th 
Independent Battery, Maine Volunteer 
Light Artillery 6th Independent 
Battery, Maine Volunteer Light 
Artillery, M/lst New York Volunteer 
Artillery, 10th Independent Battery, 
New York Volunteer Light Artillery, 
E/Pennsylvania Volunteer Light 
Artillery, F/Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Light Artillery 

Cavalry Division 

Alfred Pleasonton, Major General USV 
1st Cavalry Brigade (Charles 
Whiting, Major): 5th US Regular 
Cavalry, 6th US Regular Cavalry 
2nd Cavalry Brigade (John 
Franklin Farnsworth, Colonel 8th 
Illinois Volunteer Cavalry): 8th Illinois 
Volunteer Cavalry, 3rd Indiana 
Volunteer Cavalry, 8th Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Cavalry, I st Massachusetts 
Volunteer Cavalry 
3rd Cavalry Brigade (Richard 
Rush, Colonel 6th Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Cavalry): 4th Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Cavalry, 6th Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Cavalry (Rush’s Lancers) 
4th Cavalry Brigade (Andrew 
McReynolds, Colonel): 1st New York 
Volunteer Cavalry, 12th Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Cavalry 
5th Cavalry Brigade (Benjamin 
Franklin Davis, Colonel 8th New York 
Volunteer Cavalry): 8th New York 
Volunteer Cavalry, 3rd Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Cavalry 
Artillery: A/2nd US Regular 
Artillery, B & L/2nd US Regular 
Artillery, M/2nd US Regular Artillery, 
C/3rd US Regular Artillery 

Unattached formations: I st Maine Vol¬ 
unteer Cavalry (detached at Frederick 
13 Sept.), 15th Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Cavalry 

(It should be noted that in addition to 
the forces commanded by McClellan in 
the field during the Antietam cam¬ 
paign, there was a large garrison in and 
around the city of Washington behind 
substantial fortifications. McClellan left 
Major General Nathaniel P. Banks in 
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command of these forces and the 
direct defence of the Federal Capital. 
Banks had some 73,000 troops com¬ 
prising III Corps led by Mag. General 
Samuel Peter Heintzelman, XI Corps 
(late I Corps/ Army of Virginia) under 
Major General Franz Sigel, and the gar¬ 
rison formations of Washington (that 
would ultimately become XXII Corps 
as of I February 1863) commanded by 
Major General Silas Casey.) 


FORMATIONS ADDED 
30 SEPT I863P 


To I Corps: 24th Michigan 
Volunteers, 121st Pennsylvania Vol¬ 
unteers, 136th Pennsylvania Volun¬ 
teers, 142nd Pennsylvania Volunteers 
To II Corps: 19th Maine Volunteers 
To VI Corps: 37th Massachusetts 
Volunteers, 15th New Jersey Volun¬ 
teers, 21 st New Jersey Volunteers, 
23rd New Jersey Volunteers, 26th 
New Jersey Volunteers 
To IX Corps: 21st Connecticut 
Volunteers, 10th New Hamsphire 
Volunteers, I Ith New Hampshire 
Volunteers, 7th Rhode Island 
Volunteers 

To XII Corps: 20th Connecticut 
Volunteers, 123rd New York Volun¬ 
teers, 137th New York Volunteers, 
140th New York Volunteers, 145th 
New York Volunteers, 149th New 
York Volunteers 


(VIII Corps): 

Major General John E. Wool 


Defences of Baltimore: 

Colonel William W. Morris 
18th Connecticut Volunteers, 5th 
New York Volunteer Heavy Artillery 
(6 Companies), 8th New York 
Volunteer Heavy Artillery, 13th 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry, C/ 
Purnell Maryland Volunteer Cavalry, 
17th Independent Indiana Volunteer 
Light Artillery, l/2nd US Artillery, L/5th 
US Artillery 

Covering Forces, Baltimore: 

Brigadier General William H. Emory 
2nd Maryland Eastern Shore Volun¬ 
teers, 38th Massachusetts Volunteers, 
6th New York Volunteer Heavy 
Artillery, I 10th New York Volunteers, 

I 14th New York Volunteers, I 16th 
New York Volunteers, 128th New 
York Volunteers, 150th New York 
Volunteers 

Defences of Annapolis: 

Colonel John F. Staunton 
67th Pennsylvania Volunteers, 131st 
New York Volunteers, B/ Purnell 
Maryland Volunteer Cavalry 

Defences Maryland Eastern 
Shore: 

Brigadier General H.H. Lockwood 
1st Maryland Eastern Shore Volun¬ 
teers, A/ Purnell Maryland Volunteer 
Cavalry 

Fort Delaware (Major Henry S. 
Burton): I Bn, Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Marine and Fortification Artillery, 
Pennsylvania Independent Volunteer 
Heavy Artillery (4 Companies) 


Relay House (Colonel C.L.K. 
Sumwalt): 138th Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, B/2nd New York 
Volunteer Artillery Bn 
Wilmington, Delaware: 4th Dela¬ 
ware Volunteers 

Ellicot’s Mills, Maryland: 12th 
New Jersey Volunteers 
Monocacy, Maryland: 14th New 
Jersey Volunteers 

Annapolis Junction, Maryland: 

109th New York Volunteers 
Laurel, Maryland: 141st New 
York Volunteers 

York, Pennsylvania: The Patapsco 
Guards, Maryland Volunteers 
Parkton, Maryland: 140th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers 
COCKEYVILLE, MARYLAND: 148th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers 

Transferred 19 Sept 1862 from 
the Middle Department to the 
Department of the Ohio: 

23rd Illinois Volunteers, 2nd Potomac 
Home Brigade, Maryland Volunteers, 
106th New York Volunteers, 84th 
Ohio Volunteers, 86th Ohio Volun¬ 
teers, 87th Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
6th West Virginia Volunteers, 10th 
West Virginia Volunteers, I Ith West 
Virginia Volunteers, 12th West 
Virginia Volunteers, 1st West Virginia 
Volunteer Cavalry (one company), 
L/lst Illinois Volunteer Light Artillery 


ORDER OF BATTLE: CONFEDERATE FORCES 


Army of Northern Virginia: 

General Robert E. Lee 


Major General James Longstreet 

McLaw’s Division: 

Major General Lafayette McLaws 
Kershaw’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Joseph Brevard Kershaw): 2nd South 
Carolina, 3rd South Carolina, 7th 
South Carolina, 8th South Carolina 
Barksdale’s Brigade (Brigadier 


General William Barksdale): 13th 
Mississippi, 17th Mississippi, 18th 
Mississippi, 21st Mississippi 
Semme’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Paul J. Semmes): 10th Georgia, 53rd 
Georgia, 15th Virginia, 32nd Virginia 
Cobb’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Howell Cobb): 16th Georgia, 24th 
Georgia, 15th North Carolina, Cobb’s 
Georgia Legion 

Artillery (Major J.P. Hamilton): North 
Carolina Battery, Manley’s Battery, 
Georgia Battery, the ‘Pulaski’ Artillery, 


Read’s Battery, Georgia Battery, the 
‘Troup’ Artillery, Carlton’s Battery, 
Virginia Battery, the ‘Richmond 
Fayette’ Artillery, Macon’s Battery, 
Virginia Battery, I st Company/ 
Richmond Howitzers, McCarthy’s 
Battery 

Anderson’s Division: 

Major General Richard Heron 
Anderson 

Wilcox’s Brigade (Colonel Alfred 
Cuming): 8th Alabama, 9th Alabama, 
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I Oth Alabama, I Ith Alabama 
Armistead’s Brigade (Brigadier 
General Lewis Addison Armistead): 

9th Virginia, 14th Virginia, 38th 
Virginia, 53rd Virginia, 57th Virginia 
Mahone’s Brigade (Colonel William A. 
Parham): 6th Virginia, 12th Virginia, 

16th Virginia, 41 st Virginia, 61 st 
Virginia 

Featherston’s Brigade (Brigadier 
General Winfield Scott Featherston): 
12th Mississippi, 16th Mississippi, 19th 
Mississippi, 2nd Mississippi Battalion 
Pryor’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Roger Atkinson Pryor): 14th Alabama, 
2nd Florida, 5th Florida, 8th Florida, 

3rd Virginia 

Wright’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Ambrose Ransom Wright): 44th 
Alabama, 3rd Georgia, 22nd Georgia, 
48th Georgia 

Artillery (Major John S. Saunders): 
Louisiana Battery, the ‘Donaldson’ 
Artillery, Maurin’s Battery, Virginia 
Battery, Huger’s Battery, Virginia 
Battery, Moorman’s Battery, Virginia 
Battery, Thompson’s or Grimes’ 

Battery 

Jones's Division: 

Brigadier General David Rumph Jones 
Toombs’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Robert Toombs): 2nd Georgia, 15th 
Georgia, 17th Georgia, 20th Georgia 
Drayton’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Thomas Fenwick Drayton): 50th 
Georgia, 51 st Georgia, 15th South 
Carolina, 3rd South Carolina Battalion 
Pickett’s Brigade (Colonel Eppa Hunt- 
on): 8th Virginia, 18th Virginia, 19th 
Virginia, 28th Virginia, 56th Virginia 
Kemper’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
James Lawson Kemper): 1st Virginia, 

7th Virginia, I Ith Virginia, 17th 
Virginia, 24th Virginia 
Jenkins’s Brigade (Colonel Joseph 
Walker): 1st South Carolina, 2nd 
South Carolina (Rifles), 5th South 
Carolina, 6th South Carolina, 4th 
South Carolina Battalion, Palmetto 
South Carolina Sharpshooter Battalion 
Anderson’s Brigade (Colonel George 
Thomas Anderson): I st Georgia (I st 
Regulars), 7th Georgia, 8th Georgia, 

9th Georgia, I Ith Georgia 
Artillery: Virginia Battery, the ‘Wise’ 
Artillery, Brown’s Battery, Virginia 
Battery, the ‘Fauquier’ Artillery, 
Stribling’s Battery*, Virginia Battery, 


the ‘Loudoun’ Artillery, Rogers’ 
Battery* Virginia Battery, the ‘Turner’ 
Artillery, Leake’s Battery* 

(*Not on the field at Antietam, 
remaining at Leesburg, Virginia.) 

Walker's Division: 

Brigadier General John G. Walker 
Walker’s Brigade (Colonel Van H. 
Manning): 3rd Arkansas, 27th North 
Carolina, 46th North Carolina, 48th 
North Carolina, 30th Virginia, Virginia 
Battery, French’s Battery 
Ransom’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Robert Ransom): 24th North Carolina, 
25th North Carolina, 35th North 
Carolina, 49th North Carolina, Virginia 
Battery, Branch’s Battery 

Hood's Division: 

Brigadier General John Bell Hood 
Hood’s Brigade (Colonel William 
Tatum Wofford): 18th Georgia, 1st 
Texas, 4th Texas, 5th Texas, Hamp¬ 
ton’s South Carolina Legion 
Law’s Brigade (Colonel Evander 
Mclvor Law): 4th Alabama, 2nd Missis¬ 
sippi, I Ith Mississippi, 6th North 
Carolina 

Artillery (Major B.W. Frobel): South 
Carolina Battery, the ‘German’ 
Artillery, Bachman’s Battery, South 
Carolina Battery, the ‘Palmetto’ 
Artillery, Gordon’s Battery, North 
Carolina Battery, the ‘Rowan’ 

Artillery, Reilly’s Battery 

Evan’s Separate Brigade (Brigadier 
General Nathan George Evans): 17th 
South Carolina, 18th South Carolina, 
22nd South Carolina, 23rd South 
Carolina, The Holcombe South 
Carolina Legion, South Carolina 
Battery, the ‘Macbeth’ Artillery, 

Boyce’s Battery 

Artillery Reserve 

The Washington Artillery (Colonel 
James B. Walton): Louisiana Battery, 

1st Company ‘Washington’ Artillery, 
Squire’s Battery, Louisiana Battery, 

Ind Company ‘Washington’ Artillery, 
Richardson’s Battery, Louisiana 
Battery, 3rd Company ‘Washington’ 
Artillery, Miller’s Battery, Louisiana 
Battery, 4th Company ‘Washington’ 
Artillery, Eshleman’s Battery 
Lee’s Reserve Artillery Battalion 
(Colonel Stephen Dill Lee): Virginia 


Battery, the ‘Ashland’ Artillery, 
Woolfolk’s Battery, Virginia Battery, 
the ‘Bedford’ Artillery, Jordan’s 
Battery, Virginia Battery, Eubank’s 
Battery, Virginia Battery, Parker’s 
Battery, Louisiana Battery, the 
‘Madison’ Artillery, Moody’s Battery, 
South Carolina Battery, Elliot’s Light 
Artillery, Brook’s Battery 


Major General Thomas J. Jackson 

Ewell's Division: 

Brigadier General Alexander Robert 
Lawton 

Lawton’s Brigade (Colonel M. 
Douglas): 13th Georgia, 26th Georgia, 
31 st Georgia, 38th Georgia, 60th 
Georgia, 61 st Georgia 
Trimble’s Brigade (Colonel James A. 
Walker): 15th Alabama, 12th Georgia, 
21st Georgia, 21st North Carolina, 1st 
North Carolina Battalion 
Early’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Jubal Anderson Early): 13th Virginia, 
25th Virginia, 31 st Virginia, 44th 
Virginia, 49th Virginia, 52nd Virginia, 
58th Virginia 

Hays’ Brigade (Brigadier General 
Harry Thompson Hays): 5th Louisiana, 
6th Louisiana, 7th Louisiana, 8th 
Louisiana, 14th Louisiana 
Artillery (Major A. R. Courtney): 
Virginia Battery, the ‘Charlottesville’ 
Artillery, Carrington’s Battery, Virginia 
Battery, Johnson’s Battery, Louisiana 
Battery, the ‘Louisiana Guard’ 

Artillery, D’Aquin’s Battery, Virginia 
Battery, the ‘Stauton’ Artillery, Balthis’ 
Battery*, Virginia Battery, the 
‘Courtney’ Artillery, Latimer’s 
Battery* Maryland Battery, the 
‘Chesapeake’ Artillery, Brown’s 
Battery*, Maryland Battery, the I st 
‘Maryland’ Battery, Dement’s Battery* 
(*Not present at Antietam; remained 
at Shepherdstown, Maryland & at 
Harper’s Ferry, Virginia.) 

A. P. Hill's Division: 

Major General Ambrose Powell Hill 
Branch’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Lawrence O’Bryon Branch): 7th North 
Carolina, 18th North Carolina, 28th 
North Carolina, 33rd North Carolina, 
37th North Carolina 

Continued overleaf 
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Archer’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
James Jay Archer): 5th Alabama 
Battalion, 19th Georgia, 1st Tenne¬ 
ssee, 7th Tennessee, 14th Tennessee 
Gregg’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Maxey Gregg): 1st South Carolina 
(Provisional Army), 1st South Carolina 
(Rifles), 12th South Carolina, 13th 
South Carolina, 14th South Carolina 
Pender’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
William Dorsey Pender): 16th North 
Carolina, 22nd North Carolina, 34th 
North Carolina, 38th North Carolina 
Thomas’s Brigade (Colonel Edward 
Lloyd Thomas): 14th Georgia, 35th 
Georgia, 45th Georgia, 49th Georgia 
Field’s Brigade (Colonel 
Brockenbrough): 40th Virginia, 47th 
Virginia, 55th Virginia, 22nd Virginia 
Battalion 

Artillery: Virginia Battery, Crenshaw’s 
Battery, Virginia Battery, the 
‘Fredericksburg’ Artillery, Braxton’s 
Battery, Virginia Battery, the ‘Purcell’ 
Artillery, Pegram’s Battery, Virginia 
Battery, the ‘Letcher’ Artillery, 
Davidson’s Battery* Virginia Battery, 
the ‘Middlesex’ Artillery, Fleet’s 
Battery**, North Carolina Battery, 
Latham’s Battery (Branch’s)**, South 
Carolina Battery, the ‘Pee Dee’ 
Artillery, McIntosh’s Battery 
(*Not present at Antietam; remained 
at Harper’s Ferry. **Not present at 
Antietam; remained at Leesburg.) 

Jackson’s Division: 

Brigadier General John Robert Jones 
Winder’s Brigade: the ‘ Stonewall ’ 
Brigade (Colonel A.J. Grigsby): 2nd 
Virginia, 4th Virginia, 5th Virginia, 27th 
Virginia, 33rd Virginia 
Taliaferro’s Brigade (Colonel E. T. H. 
Warren): 47th Alabama, 48th 
Alabama, 10th Virginia, 23rd Virginia, 
37th Virginia 

Jones’s Brigade (Colonel Bradley Tyler 
Johnson): 21st Virginia, 42nd Virginia, 
48th Virginia, 1st Virginia Battalion 
(the ‘Irish’ Battalion) 

Starke’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
William E. Starke): 1st Louisiana, 2nd 
Louisiana, 9th Louisiana, 10th 
Louisiana, 15th Louisiana, Coppen’s 
Louisiana Zouave Battalion 
Artillery (Major L.M. Shumaker): 
Virginia Battery, the ‘Allegheny’ 
Artillery, Carpenter’s Battery, Virginia 
Battery, the ‘Danville’ Artillery, 


Wooding’s Battery, Virginia Battery, 
the ‘Lee’ Artillery, Raines’ Battery, 
Virginia Battery, the ‘Hampden’ 

Artillery, Caskie’s Battery, Virginia 
Battery, the 1st ‘Rockbridge’ Artillery, 
Poague’s Battery, Maryland Battery, 
Brockenbrough’s Battery 

D. H. Hill’s Division: 

Major General Daniel Harvey Hill 
Ripley’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Roswell Sabine Ripley): 4th Georgia, 
44th Georgia, 1st North Carolina, 3rd 
North Carolina 

Garland’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Samuel Garland [KIA South Mountain] 
Colonel D. K. MacRae): 5th North 
Carolina, 12th North Carolina. 13th 
North Carolina, 20th North Carolina, 
23rd North Carolina 
Rodes’s Brigade (Brigadier General 
Robert Emmet Rodes): 3rd Alabama, 
5th Alabama, 6th Alabama, 12th 
alabama, 26th Alabama 
Anderson’s Brigade (Brigadier 
General George Burgwyn Anderson): 
2nd North Carolina, 4th North 
Carolina, 14th North Carolina, 30th 
North Carolina 

Colquitt’s Brigade (Colonel Alfred 
Holt Colquitt): 13th Alabama, 6th 
Georgia, 23rd Georgia, 27th Georgia, 
28th Georgia 

Artillery (Major Pierson): Alabama 
Battery, Hardaway’s Battery, Alabama 
Battery, the ‘Jeff Davis’ Artillery, 
Bondurant’s Battery, Virginia Battery, 
Jones’s Battery, Virginia Battery, the 
‘King William’ Artillery, Carter’s 
Battery 

Artillery Reserve 

Brigadier General William Nelson 
Pendleton 

Brown’s Reserve Artillery Battalion 
(Colonel J. Thompson Brown): Virginia 
Battery, the ‘Powhatan’ Artillery, 
Dance’s Battery, Virginia Battery, 2nd 
Company Richmond Howitzers, 
Watson’s Battery, Virginia Battery, 3rd 
Company Richmond Howitzers, 
Smith’s Battery, Virginia Battery, the 
‘Salem’ Artillery, Hupp’s Battery, 
Virginia Battery, the ‘Williamsburg’ 
Artillery, Coke’s Battery 
Jones’s Reserve Artillery Battalion* 
(Major H. P. Jones): Virginia Battery, 
the ‘Morris’ Artillery, Page’s Battery, 
Virginia Battery, the ‘Orange’ Artillery, 


Peyton’s Battery, Virginia Battery, 
Wimbish’s Battery, Virginia Battery, 
Turner’s Battery 

(*Assigned to D. H. Hill’s Division.) 
Cutt’s Reserve Artillery Battalion* 

(Lt Colonel A. S. Cutts): Georgia Bat¬ 
tery, Blackshear’s Battery, Georgia 
Battery, the ‘Irwin’ Artillery, Lane’s 
Battery, Georgia Battery, Patterson’s 
Battery, Georgia Battery, Ross’s 
Battery, North Carolina Battery, 

Lloyd’s Battery 

Nelson’s Reserve Artillery Battalion 
(Major William Nelson): Virginia 
Battery, the ‘Amherst’ Artillery, Kirk¬ 
patrick’s Battery, Virginia Battery, the 
‘Fluvanna’ Artillery, Ancell’s Battery, 
Virginia Battery, Huckstep’s Battery, 
Virginia Battery, Johnson’s Battery. 
Georgia Battery, Milledge’s Battery 
Unattached Batteries: Virginia 
Battery, Cutshaw’s Battery, Virginia 
Battery, the ‘Dixie’ Artillery, 

Chapman’s Battery, Virginia Battery, 
the ‘Magruder’ Artillery, Page’s 
Battery, Virginia Battery, the ‘New 
Market’ Artillery, Rice’s Battery, 
Virginia Battery, the ‘Thomas’ 

Artillery, Anderson’s Battery** 

(*Assigned to D.H. Hill’s Division. 
**Not present at Antietam, remaining 
at Leesburg.) 

Cavalry Division: 

Major General James Ewell Brown 
Stuart 

Lee’s Cavalry Brigade (Brigadier 
General Fitzhugh Lee): 1st Virginia 
Cavalry, 3rd Virginia Cavalry, 4th 
Virginia Cavalry, 5th Virginia Cavalry, 
9th Virginia Cavalry 
Robertson’s Cavalry Brigade 
(Brigadier General Beverly Holcombe 
Robertson): 2nd Virginia Cavalry, 6th 
Virginia Cavalry, 7th Virginia Cavalry, 

12th Virginia Cavalry, 17th Virginia 
Cavalry Battalion 

Hampton’s Cavalry Brigade (Brigadier 
General Wade Hampton): 1st North 
Carolina Cavalry, 2nd South Carolina 
Cavalry, 10th Virginia Cavalry, Cobb’s 
Georgia Cavalry Legion, The ‘Jeff 
Davis’ Alabama-Mississippi Cavalry 
Legion 

Horse Artillery (Captain John 
Pelham): Virginia Battery, Pelham’s 
Battery, Virginia Battery, Chew’s 
Battery, South Carolina Battery, Hart’s 
Battery 
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i feel as reasonably confident of success’, wrote 
McClellan to his wife on the morning of 14 
September, k as any one well can who trusts in a 
higher power.’ McClellan intended to take advan¬ 
tage of the knowledge he had gained of the division 
of Lee’s army through the capture of Special Order 
191. He ordered Major General William Franklin’s 
\I Corps to take Crampton’s Gap, with the addi¬ 
tional mission of offering relief to the Federal garri¬ 
son at Harper’s Ferry. The main Federal effort 
would be made twelve miles north by IX Corps led 
against Fox’s Gap by Major General Jesse Reno, and 
I Corps led by Major General Joseph Hooker 
against Turner’s Gap. The operation was directed 
by the commander of the right wing, Major General 
Ambrose Burnside. The intention was to force the 
passes, move on Boonsboro, and separate 
Longstreet from Jackson. The remainder of the 
Federal army would support Burnside’s endeavours. 

► A mountain range sep¬ 
arated Lee's divided army 
from McClellan's united 
one. The only way over 
the range was through a 
series of passes, known 
locally as 'gaps'. This one 
is Turner's Gap , looking 
south-east. Rhode was 
Positioned on the hill that 
slopes to the left , while 
Gibbon's men were down 
in the hollow. Generals 
Reno and Garland were 
killed on the mountain to 
the south , on the right , 

H ise's Field at Fox's Gap. 


The Battle of Crampton’s Gap 

Major General Franklin arrived with VI Corps at 
Burkittsville, on the road south of Crampton’s Gap, 
at noon. The pass was defended by elements of 
Mahone’s Virginia brigade of Richard Anderson’s 
division, led by Colonel William Parham, and ele¬ 
ments of Robertson’s cavalry brigade. The whole 
Confederate force was commanded by Thomas 
Munford, Colonel of the 2nd Virginia Cavalry of 
Robertson’s brigade. Thomas Taylor Munford 
(1831-1918) had been a member of the 1852 gradu¬ 
ating class of the Virginia Military Institute, and a 
farmer before the War. He was now an experienced 
combat leader, attempting with elements of two 
Confederate brigades to defend a mountain pass 
against a Federal force of two divisions. Munford 
placed the field pieces of Chew’s Virginia Battery 
half-way up the mountain, to the west of the road. 
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Crampton's Gap, 14 September 1862 



► Major General 
William B. Franklin 
commanded VI Corps at 
Antietam, leading his 
troops through Cramp- 
ton's Gap at South 
Mountain. The sash and 
elaborate epaulettes , 
shown in this period print , 
would have not been worn 
in the field. 


He placed the 6th and 12th Virginia Regiments 
under Colonel Parham along a stone wall, near the 
base of the mountain, to the east of the road. 
Parham’s flanks were covered by the 2nd and 12th 
Virginia Cavalry Regiments deployed as dismounted 
skirmishers. Munford would hold this position 
against superior forces for nearly three hours. 

Franklin placed the 1st Division/VI Corps led 
by Major General Henry W. Slocum to the right, or 
east side of the road, and ordered it to move against 
the Confederate centre and left. Slocum did so, sup¬ 
ported by Captain Wolcott’s Battery A/Maryland 
(Federal), Light Artillery. Slocum advanced with 
Colonel Joseph Bartlett’s 2nd Brigade/1st Division 
on the left, nearest the road, and Brigadier General 
Alfred Torbert’s 1st Brigade/1st Division on the 
extreme Federal right. Brigadier General John 
34 


Newton’s 3rd Brigade/1st Division constituted the 
reserve. 

The advance was initiated by the 2nd Brigade, 
led by Joseph Jackson Bartlett (1834-1893), a lawyer 
before the War, and now Colonel of the 27th New 
York Volunteers. Bartlett led his New Yorkers and 
the other regiments of his brigade against the stone 
wall held by Parham’s Virginians through ‘a well 
directed fire’ from Chew’s field pieces up the slope 
of the mountain. Captain Romeyn Beck Avres 
(1825-88) meanwhile directed the guns of his 
Battery F/5th United States Artillery in a counter¬ 
battery duel with Chew’s cannon in an attempt to 
cover the Federal advance. Ayres was an 1847 grad¬ 
uate of the United States Military Academy, a vet¬ 
eran of the war with Mexico, and one of the few 
regulars sprinkled among the Federal volunteer 
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army. Major General William F. Smith’s 2nd 
DivisionA 1 Corps conformed to Slocom’s advance 
by moving forward on the left or western side of the 
road, with Colonel William Irwin’s 3rd Brigade/2nd 
Division on Smith’s right nearest the road, and 
Brigadier General William Brook’s 2nd 
Brigade/2nd Division on the extreme Federal left. 
Brigadier General Winfield Scott Hancock’s 1st 
Brigade/2nd Division constituted Smith’s reserve. 

Colonel Bartlett encountered stiff resistance and 
was ultimately reinforced from Newton’s brigade. 
The final Federal movement was a general advance 
sometime around 1430. ‘ The men swept forward, 
with a cheer’, Franklin wrote in his report, ‘over the 
stone wall, dislodging the enemy, and pursuing him 
over the mountain side to the crest of the hill and 
down the opposite slope.’ VI Corps claimed the cap¬ 
ture ot 400 prisoners from seventeen different orga¬ 
nizations, three colours, a field piece, and 700 
discarded weapons. Franklin stated that his men 
buried 150 Confederate soldiers on the field. 


Colonel Munford reported minimal losses in his 
cavalry regiments, but admitted to heavier casualties 
among the infantry, stating in his report, ‘Colonel 
Parham’s loss must have been heavy, as they were a 
long time engaged, and the firing was as heavy as I 
ever heard.’ T he Confederate force commanded bv 
Colonel Munford had, nonetheless, accomplished 
its mission. Franklin made no further significant 
advance that day beyond Crampton’s Gap, discour¬ 
aged by the arrival of Brigadier General Howell 
Cobb’s brigade, and other elements of McLaws’ 
Confederate Division in his front. Meanwhile, the 
Federal garrison commander at Harper’s Ferry was 
forced to surrender 12,000 men and a considerable 
amount of war material at 0800 the following morn¬ 
ing, 15 September, to Major General Thomas 
Jackson’s Confederate forces. 


The Battle of Turner's Gap 

W hile Franklin was fighting his battle at Crampton’s 
Gap, the main Federal effort was being made against 
the Turner’s Gap position by the Federal right w ing 
led by Major General Burnside. Major General 
James Longstreet was at Hagerstown, Maryland, 
with two Confederate divisions, while Major 
General Jackson was attempting to take Harper’s 
Ferry w ith the majority of Lee’s forces. That left the 
Confederate division of Daniel Harvey Hill, at 
Boonsboro on the evening of 13 September, to 
defend the Turner’s Gap position. It was a critical 
mission because if the Federal Army of the Potomac 
swept Hill aside and interposed itself between 
Longstreet and Jackson, then Lee's Army of 
Northern Virginia would be beaten in detail, if not 
annihilated. Corporal Woodford of the 16th 
Connecticut Volunteers in the Federal IX Corps 
wrote, ‘A good many of the old soldiers think that 
the next battle will decide the contest. I hope so, but 
I have my doubts about it.’ 

Hill sent Garland’s brigade to hold the lower 
Fox’s Gap, and Colonel Alfred Colquitt’s brigade 
into Turner’s Gap proper. He retained his other 
three brigades (G. B. Anderson, Rodes, and Ripley) 
near Boonsboro until the situation became clear. 

T he North Carolinian regiments sent to defend 
Fox’s Gap were commanded by Brigadier General 
Samuel Garland, an 1849 graduate of the Virginia 
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Military Institute. Garland had received a law 
degree from the University of Virginia and prac¬ 
tised law in his home town of Lynchburg, Virginia. 
Garland was from a prominent family, and was 
much respected in his community. He had raised a 
volunteer company as early as 1859, following the 
arrest of John Brown. Garland was observed on the 
morning of 14 September walking behind his men, 
inspecting his positions in Fox’s Gap, and deep in a 
discussion of classical literature with the officers 
accompanying him. 

The leading formation of Federal IX Corps 
approaching Garland’s position was the Kanawha 
Division, recently attached to the IX Corps from 
operations in West Virginia, commanded bv 
Brigadier General Jacob Cox. Jacob Dolson Cox 
(1828-1900) was a lawyer and prominent 
Republican abolitionist before the War. He would 
develop into one of the better ‘citizen soldiers’ the 
War produced, even though he had no formal mili¬ 
tary training. Cox was an authority, interestingly 
enough, on European cathedral architecture. He 


placed his 1st Brigade led by Colonel Eliakim 
Scammon on his left and his 2nd Brigade com¬ 
manded by Colonel George Crook on his right, and 
advanced at 0900 through cultivated fields and up a 
steep slope against Garland’s waiting rebel infantry. 

Cox detached the 23rd Ohio Volunteers from 
his main body, and sent it on a wide flanking move¬ 
ment to his extreme left, in order to gain a position 
behind the Confederate right. The 23rd Ohio was 
commanded by a future president of the USA. 
Lieutenant Colonel Rutherford B. Hays, who would 
be elected President of the United States after the 
disputed election of 1876 was decided by congres¬ 
sional committee and the famous 'Compromise of 
1877’. The manner of the Republican victory in 
1876 earned Hays the nicknames 'Old eight to 
seven’, the vote in the committee that awarded the 

T Federal artillery takes advance and make time 
position under fire at for Lee's army to concen- 

South Mountain as the trate. 

Confederate forces seek to 
delay McClellan's 
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Republicans the disputed electorial votes, and ‘His 
Iraudulence’. Hays would serve as president from 
1877 to 1881, but that was in the future, and now he 
managed to get his men in position unobserved by 
Garland's Southerners. Cox advanced his brigades 
against Garland's line, supported by artillery fire 
from the 10- and 20-pounder Parrott rifles of 
McMullin's Ohio and Simmond's Kentucky batter¬ 
ies. The rebels stood firmly, and kept up a murder¬ 
ous fire', wrote Cox in his report on the action, 
‘until the advancing line was within a few feet of 
them, when they broke and fled over the crest into 
the shelter of a dense thicket skirting the other side.' 

1 he Confederate infantry tried several times to dis¬ 
lodge Hays' 23rd Ohio and to retake the crest. 
Brigadier General Samuel Sturgis's 2nd 
Division/IX Corps arrived on Cox's right, and the 
Southern general Garland was killed in the fighting. 

1 he Southerners in Fox's Gap streamed towards the 
rear. It was noon. 

1 he remainder of the IX Corps arrived on the 
battlefield. The 1st Division led by Brigadier 
General Orlando Willcox took position on Sturgis’s 
right, and the 3rd Division commanded by 
Brigadier General Isaac Rodman moved into place 
on the right of Willcox. The commander of the 
right wing and the official commander of IX Corps, 
Major General Ambrose Burnside also had arrived 
on the field. Burnside was uncertain of Confederate 


A Reno approached from Gap. The old Sharpsburg 

the Middletown valley road lies between the 
and the Catoctin range on stone wall and the rail 
the left towards Fox's fence seen here. 

strength in the area, and he therefore halted further 
operations until Federal I Corps got into position on 
the right of IX Corps. The result was a lull in the 
fighting of some two hours’ duration. 

It was time put to good use by the desperate 
Daniel Harvey Hill, for had Cox continued the 
advance it is extremely doubtful if the Southern 
forces could have prevented the capture of Turner’s 
Gap by early afternoon. There would have been 
ample time for the Federals to continue the forward 
movement and place themselves between 
Longstreet and Jackson. ‘Providentially, they were 
ignorant of their success,’ wrote Hill in his report 
on South Mountain. He sent G. B. Anderson’s, 
Ripley’s, and Drayton’s brigades (the latter an ele¬ 
ment of D. R. Jones's division of Longstreet's com¬ 
mand) down the road towards where Garland’s 
Brigade had been posted to make contact with 
Colonel Thomas Lafayette Rosser's 5th Virginia 
Cavalry, which had been operating beyond 
Garland's right rear. Hill retained Colquitt's brigade 
astride the main road in the gap proper and dis¬ 
patched the Alabamian Brigade of Brigadier 
General Robert Rodes to the extreme Confederate 
left flank. 
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T _' , ^__ „_ . ti • The Battle of South Mountain, 

Turner s Gup And Fox s Gup» morning to about 1400,14 sept 1862 
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The leading element of Federal I Corps, its 3rd 
Division, led by Brigadier General George Meade, 
began arriving on the battlefield after 1330. Meade 
was ordered to make a diversion in favour of a con¬ 
tinued advance of IX Corps by striking the extreme 
left flank of the Confederate position. George 
Gordon Meade (1815—72) was an 1835 graduate of 
the United States Military Academy, a pre-war 
engineer and professional soldier. He would end the 
American Civil War commanding the Federal Army 
of the Potomac. Meade was known to have a terrible 
temper, and his subordinates unkindly suggested 
that his disposition might be compared to ‘an old 


snapping turtle’. The division commanded by 
Meade at South Mountain constituted the 
‘Pennsylvania Reserves’, thirteen infantry regiments 
from Pennsylvania grouped into what had become 
one of the hardest hitting formations in the Army of 
the Potomac. Pennsylvania had received far more 
men volunteering to support the Federal Union in 
1861 than the national government had expected, 
and rather than turn away these enthusiastic men 
Governor Curtin of Pennsylvania had organized and 
equipped them at state expense. Meade’s regiments 
had long ago received Federal designations, but they 
insisted on still being known as the ‘Pennsylvania 


Turner's Gap and Fox's Gap: S n,ain ' 
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Reserves’. State pride was as important to Northern 
men as it was to their opponents. The 13th 
Pennsylvania Reserves were, for example, actually 
the 42nd Pennsylvania Volunteers, but the men of 
Colonel McNeil’s 'Bucktail' regiment would have 
insisted to all ill-informed strangers that they were 
part of the 'Pennsylvania Reserves’ Division 
equipped by the State of Pennsylvania. Colonel 
McNeil’s regiment led the advance of Meade’s divi¬ 
sion against the Confederate left, now held by 
Robert Rodes’s Alabamians, shortly after 1400. 
Meade made contact and deployed his division. He 
ordered Brigadier General Truman Seymour’s 1st 
Brigade with the 13th Pennsylvania Reserves in the 
advance to swing around the Confederate left; 
Colonel Albert Magilton was told to lead his 2nd 
Brigade down the road against the Confederate left, 
and Colonel Thomas Gallagher was instructed to 
assault the centre of the Confederate line. 

Rodes faced heavy odds at South Mountain on 
14 September, as xMeade’s Pennsylvanians advanced 
against his Alabamians. He stood his ground. 
'Rodes handled his little brigade in a most 
admirable and gallant manner’, wrote D. H. Hill in 
his report on the action, 'fighting for hours vastly 
superior odds.’ Hill finally began to receive rein¬ 
forcements from Longstreet starting at 1500, and an 
hour later the Confederate position was more secure 
as Brigadier General John Bell Hood's two-brigade 
division supported the line formed facing Fox’s Gap 
by (from the Confederate right) the cavalry of 
Rosser and the brigades of G. B. Anderson (sup¬ 
ported by the remains of Garland’s Brigade), 
Ripley, G. T. Anderson, and Drayton. (G. T. 
Anderson’s and Drayton’s brigades belonged to D. 
R. Jones’s division of Longstreet’s command, and 
the remainder were a part of D. H. Hill’s division.) 
Colquitt's Brigade of Hill’s division still held the 
crossroads, and Hill’s other formation, Rodes’ 
Brigade, stubbornly resisted Meade’s advance. 
Brigadier General David Jones led his other 
brigades, Pickett’s Virginians under Colonel Eppa 
Hunton, Jenkins’ South Carolinians under Colonel 
Joseph Walker, Kemper’s Virginians, and Evans’s 
separate South Carolina Brigade to Rodes’ support. 
It was after 1600. 

The remainder of Federal I Corps began arriv¬ 
ing on the field. The 1st Division led by the 1st 


Brigade commander Brigadier General John Hatch 
went forward against the gap between Rodes' right 
flank and the left flank of Colquitt’s brigade, mak¬ 
ing some progress. The hole in the Confederate line 
was plugged by the arrival of Jones’s brigades. The 
2nd Division/I Corps directed by Brigadier 
General James Ricketts took position between the 
divisions commanded by Hatch and Meade. 
Colonel John Gibbon took the 4th Brigade/1st 
Division/I Corps, the 'Iron Brigade’ (19th Indiana, 
2nd Wisconsin, 6th Wisconsin, and 7th Wisconsin), 
up the road against Colonel Colquitt's Georgian 
regiments. 

The engagement dragged on past nightfall, as 
Ricketts wrote in his report, 'over very rough 
ground’. Major General Jesse L. Reno, command¬ 
ing the Federal IX Corps was killed after dark while 
reconnoitring his front. The battle finally came to a 
conclusion. 'It being very dark, our troops were 
directed to remain in position’, wrote Major 
General Hooker, commanding Federal I Corps, and 
'to sleep on their arms.’ The Confederates departed 
the field that night. By noon on 15 September, the 

► Major General Jesse L. 

Reno (above right) was 
mortally wounded while 
leading his division into 
Fox's Gap at South 
Mountain. He actually 
fell near the stump in the 
middle of the field 
beyond the wall (right), 
while men fought for the 
wooded crest on the left of 
the field. The house is the 
Wise home. 
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Federal Army was in sole possession of Turner’s and 
fox's Gaps. It had been a Federal tactical victory, as 
Crampton s, 1 urner's, and Fox’s Gaps over the 
South Mountain range of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains had been cleared of Confederate troops. 
I he various Southern commands under Munford 
and Hill had, however, purchased a strategic victory. 
The Army of the Potomac had not succeeded in 
dividing the Army of Northern Virginia. McClellan 
had moved upon the capture of Special Order 191, 
but not swiftly enough. 

On 13 September, when he learned that Special 
Order 191 was in f ederal hands Lee had ordered a 
withdrawal south of the Potomac River. Now, early 
on 15 September, Lee was informed that Jackson 
had taken Harper's Ferry with its large Federal gar¬ 
rison. In addition. Hill had managed to hold 
1 urner's and Fox’s Gaps for the entire day on 14 
September, and Federal VI Corps had not advanced 
much beyond Crampton's Gap. Lee rescinded the 
withdrawal order. He ordered his divisions to con¬ 
centrate on Sharpsburg, Maryland, where he would 
offer battle along the Antietam Creek. 























OPPOSING PLANS, 
17 SEPTEMBER 1862 


General Lee has been criticized by historians for 
making the decision of accepting battle in Maryland 
following the engagements at South Mountain and 
Crampton’s Gap. He had averted the potential for 
complete disaster created by the capture of Special 
Order 191 on 13 September, and Jackson had man¬ 
aged to take Harper’s Ferry. But if Lee should fight 
and lose, the Potomac River to the Confederate rear 
represented a substantial military obstacle to a 
retreating army. In addition, the Southerners were 


outnumbered and the Federals seemed to have the 
advantage of momentum as a result of the battles for 
the mountain gaps. The cautious course for the 
Army of Northern Virginia might have been to 
accept the Harper's Ferry success, be grateful that 
the Federals had not been able to take full advantage 
of Special Order 191, and return to Virginia with 
the army intact. Robert E. Lee was, however, as 
Longstreet once remarked l the most combative man 
in the army’, and there were other considerations. 








































OPPOSING PLANS. 17 SEPTEMBER 1862 


Lee may have suspected that McClellan’s customary 
battlefield caution would reassert itself; moreover, 
large numbers of Marylanders had not come to join 
the Southern army. The engagements at South 
Mountain and at Crampton’s Gap, however success¬ 
ful for the South from a strategic viewpoint, might 
very well be construed as tactical defeats. The South 
needed battlefield success in Maryland to encourage 
Southern sympathies and to impress foreign capi¬ 
tals. Lee may have believed that he could not return 
to Virginia for political reasons without an engage¬ 
ment that could be reasonably presented as a 
Southern success. Tactically, Lee prepared a defen¬ 
sive position in such a manner as to allows reaction to 
Federal advances as circumstances dictated. 

McClellan did not follow the Confederate army 
from the South Mountain battlefield on 15 
September with sufficient vigour. Lee was able to 
complete the concentration of his armv at 
Sharpsburg by the afternoon of 16 September (with 
the exception of A. P. Hill’s division still processing 
the men and material captured at Harper’s Ferry) 
without any real interference from the Northern 
army. There was some skirmishing around the 
Sharpsburg positions on 16 September, but nothing 
really serious developed. McClellan contented him¬ 
self that day with reconnoitring the enemy positions 
and formulating his battle plan. 

The general battle plan developed by McClellan 
on 16 September is a matter of some speculation. 
The available evidence and the events of the engage¬ 
ment would suggest that he envisaged an echelon 
assault starting on the Federal right with Hooker’s I 
Corps, followed by Mansfield’s XII Corps, followed 
by Sumner’s II Corps, moving from the 
Confederate left towards the Confederate centre. 

1 he basic concept of an echelon assault was that 
pressure be applied at different points of the enemy 
line in succession, the assault being taken up by 
fresh formations as the battle moved from one flank 
to the other. The enemy would have to commit 
reserves to meet each new assault, hopefully taking 
them from the extreme, and as yet unthreatened 


M A view of Lee V head¬ 
quarters , in the Jacob 
Grove house , in Sharps¬ 
burg. Actually , he used 
tents for his own and staff 


quarters , and they were 
pitched in a small grove 
on the right of the 
Shepherdstown Road , just 
outside town. 



Major General Daniel Harvey Hill's division distin¬ 
guished itself at Antietam , as indeed it had at Second 
Manassas and South Mountain earlier. Hill was at the 
council of war that lead to battle at Sharpsburg. 


flank, to buttress the portions of his line under 
attack. The offensive would be culminated by 
launching a fresh formation against a segment of the 
enemy line, not yet assaulted, that had been 
stretched through sending troops to other sectors 
more immediately threatened. McClellan apparently 
intended to employ Burnside’s IX Corps in this 
final role. He seems to have thought that Hooker, 
Mansfield, and Sumner would force Lee to move 
more and more troops towards his centre and left, 
and Burnside would attack at the critical moment by 
crossing the Antietam Creek and driving towards 
Sharpsburg against minimal opposition. McClellan 
could then'employ his considerable reserve, Porter’s 
V Corps and Franklin’s VI Corps, in the final 
destruction of Lee’s army against the Potomac 
River. This type of general battle plan called for 
careful timing and constant pressure on the enemy 
line. The Federal Army of the Potomac would 
accomplish neither during the Antietam engage¬ 
ment. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia would be 
able to meet each Federal threat in turn as 
unplanned lulls occurred in the fighting. Burnside’s 
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peculiar apathy would also contribute significantly 
to Lee’s survival. 

During the early stages of the Maryland 
Campaign, McClellan had given Burnside com¬ 
mand of I Corps as well as his own IX Corps, con¬ 
stituting the right wing of the Army of the Potomac. 
Burnside had directed the South Mountain engage¬ 
ments, acting in the capacity of a wing commander. 
Burnside was shocked, however, to find that when 
the Army of the Potomac deployed along the 
Antietam Creek I Corps (Hooker) formed the 
extreme right wing of the Army and his IX Corps 
formed the extreme left flank. Burnside’s right wing 
was divided by the remainder of the Army. 
McClellan did not inform Burnside that he had 
scrapped the wing arrangement and apparently sim¬ 
ply assumed that Burnside would understand that 
he was once again in command of only IX Corps. It 
was a fact that Burnside was either not made aware 
of, or something of which he pretended to take no 
notice, and the result was considerable command 
confusion producing unconscionable delay through¬ 


out the battle of 17 September. Burnside claimed 
that after the death of Major General Jesse Reno at 
South Mountain the command of IX Corps fell to 
the commander of the Kanawha Division, Brigadier 
General Jacob Cox. Cox was uncertain whether he 
was actually in command of IX Corps, and his 
uncertainty was hardly eased by an obviously angry 
Burnside constantly looking over his shoulder. The 
vital mission of carrying the stone bridge and cross¬ 
ing the Antietam in order to complete the destruc¬ 
tion of Lee’s army begun by the federal I, II, and 
XII Corps was delayed by these personality-induced 
confusions. The sulky Burnside would not move 
with any speed, and clearly his demotion from wing 
commander — in his eyes — eliminated any confi¬ 
dence that he may have had in McClellan’s battle¬ 
field direction. 

▼ Doubleday's Division 
of I Corps crosses the 
upper fords of the 
Antietam Creek. 
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ANTIETAM: 
HOOKER’S ATTACK 


Federal I Corps (Hooker) crossed the Antietam 
Creek about 1400 on 16 September, advanced south 
some time after 1600 and made contact with 
Confederate pickets at dusk. It remained in position 
facing the extreme Confederate left during the night 
of 16/17 September. Federal XII Corps (Mansfield) 
crossed its two divisions after midnight in support 
of Hooker’s formations. It was apparent to the sol¬ 
diers of both armies that a major battle was about to 
be fought. ‘The fights of the previous days were 
only preliminaries’, wrote Lieutenant Edwin Stone 
of Battery C/lst Rhode Island Volunteer Light 
Artillery, ‘to the great struggle between constitu¬ 
tional law and the inviolability of the national com¬ 
pact on the one side, and of treason on the other.' 

The position of I Corps informed Lee of where 
the blow was likely to fall in the morning. He had 
managed to gather all his various forces behind the 
Antietam Creek bv the late afternoon of 16 
September, with the exception of A. P. Hill’s divi¬ 
sion, which was in the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry. 
Lee's right and centre were held by Longstreet’s 

► This woodcut was made 
from an eye-witness 
sketch of Hooker's divi¬ 
sion of I Corps fording the 
Antietam Creek at 10 
a.m . to start the battle. 

The men wear their great¬ 
coats, apparently to fend 
off the chilly morning air , 
although their need seems 
questionable. 


divisions. The Confederate left was held by form¬ 
ations commanded by ‘Stonewall’ Jackson. 

I Corps Attacks 

There had been skirmishing between Jackson’s and 
Hooker’s pickets since darkness fell on 16 
September. Federal I Corps began advancing south 
at dawn (listed as 0543 on 17 September), moving 
towards the small Dunkard Church with the objec¬ 
tive of occupying the higher ground to Hooker’s 
front. The Federals made contact with the 
Confederate line at approximately 0615. Jackson’s 
left was held by his old division commanded now by 
Brigadier General John Robert Jones, and his right 
was formed by Ewell’s division, commanded by 
Brigadier General Alexander Robert Lawton. The 
Confederate left was supported by the small divi¬ 
sion commanded by Brigadier General John Hood. 
Hooker advanced into the North and East Woods 
with his 1st Division commanded by Brigadier 
General Abner Doubledav on his right facing Jones, 
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and his 2nd Division commanded by Brigadier 
General James Ricketts on his left facing Lawton. 
The Pennsylvania Reserve Division (3rd Division/I 
Corps) led by Meade formed Hooker’s centre, mov¬ 
ing slightly behind Doubleday and Ricketts. 



Private , 1st Infantry Regiment , Reserve Brigade 
oj Philadelphia , which continued wearing grey long 
after other Federal units changed to blue. During 
the Antietam campaign y however , they wore dark 
blue fatigue blouses. Painting by Ron Volstad 


‘We had not proceeded far’, wrote Hooker in his 
report on Antietam, ‘before I discovered that a heavy 
force of the enemy had taken possession of a corn¬ 
field in my immediate front, and from the sun’s rays 
falling on their bayonets projecting above the corn 
could see that the field was filled with the enemy.’ 
Hooker’s troops drove in Jackson’s skirmishers and 
proceeded to push the two Confederate divisions on 
the Southern left out of the East Woods, beyond the 
cornfield and into the West Woods. Rickett’s division 
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made better progress against Lawton’s command. 
Jackson’s formations were nearly destroyed during 
the initial Federal assault. 

Lee realized that Jackson’s position would col¬ 
lapse unless timely assistance were sent. The failure 
of McClellan to put pressure along the entirety of 
the Confederate line permitted Lee to order various 
formations to Jackson’s assistance. Jackson was able, 
therefore, to employ his reserve formation, the two 
brigades commanded by Hood. Hood’s regiments. 


particularly his Texas regiments, were rapidly 
becoming known as the shock troops of Lee’s army. 
At approximately 0700, Hood’s two brigades were 
ordered by Jackson to drive the Federals out of the 
cornfield and to restore the centre of the 
Confederate left. 

▼ This post-war print by 
Lewis Prang shows the 
Union advance into the 
cornfield . 
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Hood’s Counter-Attack 


Hood’s men were outnumbered, but they were rela¬ 
tively fresh and the Federals did not expect them, 
it was here’, wrote Hood in his report, 'that I wit¬ 
nessed the most terrible clash of arms, by far, that 
has occurred during the War.’ Colonel William 
Tatum Wofford, a pre-war lawyer, newspaper editor 
and plantation owner commanding Hood’s old 
brigade in the action, wrote of his men: ‘They 
fought desperately; their conduct was never sur¬ 
passed.’ Hood’s assault fell on the iron Brigade’, 
4th Brigade/1st Division/I Corps, commanded by 
Colonel John Gibbon, who had the 6th Wisconsin 
on his right and the 2nd Wisconsin on his left. The 


M Major General George 
G. Meade commanded a 
division in I Corps during 
the battle; he would even¬ 
tually receive command 
of the entire Army of the 
Potomac and command it 
at Gettysburg. At Antiet- 
am , his men followed 
Doubleday V, advancing 
through the North Woods 
into the cornfield. 


▼ This church used by 
members of the Dunktr 
faith , a pacifist group , 
was on the Hagerstown 
Road at the edge of the 
West Woods. The 125th 
Pennsylvania Infantry 
entered the woods just on 
the right of the church , 
seen here some years ajter 
the war. 
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Brigadier General John B. Hood's proud Texans of the 
Texas Brigade suffered the greatest casualties of any 
unit during the battle, yet held on. 

remainder of the brigade formed a second line. 

| Additionally, Gibbon was supported by the 1st 
Division’s 1st Brigade, commanded by Colonel 
Walter Phelps of the 22nd New York and the 2nd 
Division’s 3rd Brigade commanded by Brigadier 
General Lucas Hartsuff. Gibbon's men resisted 
stubbornly. The Federal gunners of Battery B/4th 

I United States Artillery, commanded by Lieutenant 
James Stewart, shelled the cornfield with spherical 
case shot and finally gave the advancing rebels canis¬ 
ter at close range. Captain Jonathan Callis took his 
7th Wisconsin from Gibbon’s second line, changed 
front, and hit Hood’s left flank hard. The unex¬ 
pected attack of the 7th Wisconsin shook Hood’s 
men and 'broke them up badly’, wrote Callis, ‘scat¬ 
tering them in great confusion.’ Hood's officers 
reformed their men, however, and the desperate bat¬ 
tle over Miller’s cornfield continued. ‘Not one 
showed any disposition , stated Lieutenant Colonel 
S. Z. Ruff of the 18th Georgia, ‘notwithstanding 
their terrible loss, to fall back or flinch from the 
enemy until they received orders to do so.’ 



A serving US soldier since 1822 , Major General Joseph 
A. F. Mansfield was mortally wounded while leading 
his XII Corps forward to support I Corps. 

Hood s assault had stalled by 0720. The corn¬ 
field was only momentarily retaken, but more signif¬ 
icantly the force of Hood’s counter-attack had 
stabilized Jackson's position. The conflict on the 
Confederate left seemed more savage to the partici¬ 
pants than any combat experiences they might have 
had earlier in the War. Hooker wrote in his report: 
The slain lay in rows precisely as they had stood in 
their ranks a few moments before. It was never mv 
fortune to witness a more bloody, dismal battlefield.’ 

McClellan’s battle plan apparently intended that 
Hooker’s assault be picked up by Federal XII Corps, 
deploying by 0730 on Hooker’s left flank. XII Corps 
was commanded by Major General Joseph King 
Fenno Mansfield. 

XII Corps Attacks 

Mansfield logically assumed on the morning of 17 
September, given McClellan’s general plan, that his 
mission was to continue Hooker’s successful assault 
against Lee’s left. He had received no information to 
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suggest that things were not going well with the 
Federal assault. Mansfield was shocked, therefore, 
when in a fleeting conversation Hooker informed 
him that counter-attacking Rebels (Hood's division) 
had broken the centre of his I Corps, and that 
Mansfield must retrieve the situation immediately 
with his two divisions. This was not what Mansfield 
had expected. The excited I Corps commander had 
convinced Mansfield, however, that he must adopt a 
defensive posture in the East Woods. It may have 
seemed to Mansfield that any attempt to continue 
Hooker’s offensive bevond was not a wise course of 
action. Mansfield attempted to alter his deploy¬ 
ment, as his troops were nearly in contact with the 
enemv. It is small wonder that Mansfield became a 

or 

bit disoriented. 

Mansfield rode to one of his leading regiments, 
the 10th Maine, as it was about to lead XII Corps 
formations across the last fence separating open 
fields from the East Woods. There was an outbreak 
of rifle fire. Mansfield thought his men were shoot¬ 
ing at retreating elements of Federal I Corps, and he 
ordered the shooting stopped. He was mistaken. 
They were indeed Confederates, the 20th Georgia 
Regiment. Mansfield tried to get his horse to jump 
the fence that stood between him, on the side near¬ 
est the enemy, and the 10th Maine, standing quiet 
now r in a ploughed field. The horse refused the 
fence. Mansfield dismounted and led him around. 
Lieutenant John McGould, Adjutant of the 10th 


A Brigadier General 
George S. Greene com¬ 
manded the second divi¬ 
sion of XII Corps at 
Antietam , and then later 
at Chancellorsville and 
Gettysburg. His troops , 
led by the 28 th 


Pennsylvania , crashed 
into the Confederates in 
the cornfield. 

▼ A panorama of the 
attack of XII Corps as 
depicted in the contemp¬ 
orary pages of Harper’s 
Weekly. 
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Maine, recounted what happened next in a letter to 
Mansfield’s son, Lieutenant Samuel Mather 
Mansfield. ‘He passed to the rear of the regimental 
line, when a gust of wind blew aside his coat, and I 
discovered that his whole front was covered with 
blood. I had watched the General for more than five 
minutes expecting every moment to see him shot, 
but this was the first know ledge I had of the acci¬ 
dent. I ran to him and asked if he w as hurt badly. He 
said, “Yes, I shall not live, shall not live. I am shot by 
one of our ow n men.” He was attempting to mount 
his horse again, but I informed him that the horse 
was wounded, and suggested his taking the 
orderly’s, but his strength now failed him, and he 
said, “No, take me off. I am shot. I shall not live”, 
and he directed the orderly to look after his horse.’ 

Mansfield died later that afternoon. One of his 
staff officers wrote to the General’s wife that after 
requesting assignment to active duty Mansfield had 
said, ‘Major, I am an old man, and I want to die in 
defence of the Capitol.’ Mansfield had seen that 
wish come true, but XII Corps now found itself in 
brief confusion at a key moment in the battle by 
their general’s untimely departure from the field. 
The command passed to Brigadier General Alpheus 
Starkey Williams, who commanded XII Corps’ 1st 
Division. Williams received only perfunctory direc¬ 
tions from Hooker, who was shortly thereafter 
wounded in the foot and who then proceeded to 
retire from the field with an infirmity perhaps more 


mental than physical. Williams remarked dryly in 
his report that he had received, ‘such directions as 
the pressing exigencies would permit’, and that he 
had then ‘hastened to make a disposition of the 
Corps to meet them’. 

Williams deployed his 1st Division, now led by 
Brigadier General Samuel Craw ford, to his right in 
order to connect with the left flank of I Corps, 
driven out of the cornfield bv Hood’s counter- 
attack. He placed the 2nd Division/XII Corps, 
commanded by Brigadier General George Sears 
Greene, to the left. Williams decided that the 
Federal forces must continue the offensive, whatever 
the condition of I Corps. He attacked out of the East 
Woods virtually alone, w ith only marginal assistance 
from Hooker’s exhausted troops. The two divisions 
of XII Corps did not move forward in a coordinated 
fashion. Williams led the 1st Division through the 
southern portion of the North Woods towards the 
Confederate positions in the West Woods. He made 
little headway and suffered heavy casualties. The 
2nd Division led bv Greene moved out of the East 
Woods, advancing directly on the Dunkard Church, 
taking a position close to the structure after bitter 
fighting at 0800 and holding it for several hours. 

II Corps Attacks 

The first elements of Federal II Corps began arriv¬ 
ing on the battlefield at 0830, the 2nd Division/II 
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Corps commanded by Major General John 
Sedgwick. ‘Soon after’, wrote Williams, ‘the firing 
on both sides wholly ceased.’ Williams withdrew his 
1st Division towards the North Woods and a lull 
settled over the battlefield. 

Further Federal assistance was about to arrive. 
McClellan had sent Major General Edwin Sumner, 
commander of Federal II Corps, orders to cross the 
Antietam Creek at 0700 on the morning of 17 
September. Sumner's orders were to support the 
advance of I and XII Corps in their assault on the 


Confederate left. Major General John Sedgwick's 
2nd Division/II Corps moved from their camp at 
0700 and Brigadier General William French's 3rd 
Division/II Corps followed at 0730; however, the 
1st Division/II Corps led by Brigadier General 
Israel Richardson did not receive the corps order to 
advance until 0930. Richardson's men were unac¬ 
countably far behind the remainder of the Corps. 

Sumner advanced with such military precision, 
with Sedgwick on the Federal right and French on 
the left, that the martial display created by Federal 



◄ ‘ Uncle John' 
Sedgewicky one of the 
most loved Union com - 
manderSy was wounded 
three times during the hat 
tie of Antietamy finally 
being carried unconscious 
from the field. He com - 
manded II CorpSy which 
was posted to the right of 
XII Corps. 
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II Corps was much commented on by participants 
of both sides. Sedgwick moved forward towards the 
West Woods and the Dunkard Church in three 
brigade lines: the 1st Brigade commanded by 
Brigadier General Willis Gorman, the 3rd Brigade 
commanded by Brigadier General Napoleon Dana, 
and the 2nd Brigade, known as the 'Philadelphia 
Brigade' commanded by Brigadier General Oliver 
Howard. 'Passing through a strip of timber, we 
entered into a large open field', wrote Gorman in 
his report of the action, 'which was strewn with the 

► Major General Edwin 
V. ('Old Bull') Sumner , 
the oldest general to hold 
corps command in either 
army , had been commis¬ 
sioned in 1819 , command¬ 
ing II Corps. His tactics at 
Antietam of putting all 
his men into action , and 
actively leading the first 
division instead of staying 
behind where a man of his 
rank could be of more ser¬ 
vice , were highly criti¬ 
cized. 


enemy’s dead and wounded.' The division com¬ 
manded by French moved more to the left, against 
the positions held by the Confederate division com¬ 
manded by Daniel Harvey Hill. There was an 
unfortunate gap developing between French and 
Sedgwick, growing wider as they advanced closer to 
the Confederate lines. 

Federal I and XII Corps were fought out by 
0900 when Sumner's two divisions advanced. The 
situation in Southern ranks was little better - many 
of Jackson’s formations were no longer truly com- 
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bat-effective, and the divisions commanded by 
Jones and Lawton had nearly ceased to exist. 
Jackson was forced to defend none the less against 
the arrival of fresh Northern formations. 'Instantly 
my whole brigade became hotly engaged', wrote 
Brigadier General Gorman, commanding the first 
line of Sedgwick's advance, ‘giving and receiving 
the most deadlv fire it has ever been my lot to wit- 
ness.' The Confederate line on Lee’s left had been 
severely strained since dawn and broken in places, 
but it had held against repeated Federal assaults. 
The senior Federal generals insisted on attacking 
piecemeal, permitting effective Southern responses 
to every Federal forward movement, meeting each 
new threat as it developed. Lee was able to employ 
his scant military reserves in the most economical 
manner. Jackson would need further help, however, 
if he were to hold against the advance of Federal II 
Corps. 


The McLaws—Walker Counter-Attack 

Lee sent the two-brigade division commanded by 
Brigadier General John Walker from the extreme 
Confederate right to report to Jackson. The dis¬ 
patch of Walker's division from the Confederate 
right meant that only one brigade was being left to 
oppose the possible advance of Federal IX Corps 
across Antietam Creek. The conduct of the Federals 
so far in the engagement regarding the commitment 
of their reserves and in their apparent unwillingness 
to launch a coordinated attack led Lee to believe 
that the gamble of drastically weakening his right 
was necessarv to allow his left to survive. In addi- 

j 

tion, Lee sent Jackson his only major reserve, the 
division commanded by Major General Lafayette 
McLaws, which had been camped at Lee's head¬ 
quarters near the village of Sharpsburg since its 
arrival at sunrise. Lafayette McLaws (1821-1897) 
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A From General right in support. A column 

McClellan s headquar- of smoke rises from the 

ters , the Pry house (above Mumma house and bam. 
right), observers could see Fighting between Mans- 

Sumner's Corps advanc- field and Jackson takes 
ing in the middle , jp/7// place in the East Wood , 
Franklin *s VI Corps to his on the extreme right. 

was an 1842 graduate of the United States Military 
Academy and an officer in the regular army before 
the War. McLaws had been a first classman at West 
Point when Jackson had reported as a plebe. As soon 
as they arrived in his sector, McLaws’ and Walker’s 
troops (under McLaws as the senior general officer) 
were ordered by Jackson to make an immediate 
counter-attack on Sedgwick’s Federal division and 
drive them out of the West Woods. The assault took 
place at approximately 1030. 

McLaws’ division advanced with his brigades 
commanded in the following order, from left to 


right: Brigadier General Paul J. Semmes, Brigadier 
General William Barksdale, Brigadier General 
Joseph Kershaw and Brigadier General Howell 
Cobb. Walker’s division advanced behind McLaws 
division as a support, with Brigadier General 
Robert Ransom’s North Carolinian Brigade on the 
left and Walker’s own brigade commanded by 
Colonel Van H. Manning on the right. Manning 
detached the 3rd Arkansas and 27th North Carolina 
regiments to cover the distance between Walker’s 
advance and the left of Longstreet’s command. 
Walker’s division drifted more to the right during 
the advance than perhaps was intended by Jackson, 
so that it eventually moved beyond McLaws’ right. 
The counter-attacking Rebel divisions ‘advanced in 
splendid style’, wrote Walker in his report, ‘firing 
and cheering as they went, and in a few minutes 
cleared the woods.’ McLaws wrote that his advance 
was ‘sweeping the woods with perfect ease and 

















inflicting great loss on the enemy’. Colonel 
Manning even advanced beyond the remainder of 
Walker’s division with his 46th North Carolina, 
48th North Carolina, and 30th Virginia Regiments. 
Walker reported that Manning’s men were ‘driving 
the enemy like sheep’. 

The advance of McLaws and Walker had struck 
the left flank of Sedgwick’s advance, creating con¬ 
siderable confusion. ‘The attack of the enemy on 
the flank was so sudden’, wrote Brigadier General 
Gorman, commanding Sedgwick’s first brigade line, 
‘and in such overwhelming force that I had no time 
to lose.' Desperate Federal officers tried to rally 
.their men and reform until finally they withdrew 
and managed to stabilize a new line some 200 yards 

<4 Major General ▼ General McClellan 

Lafayette McLaws , a riding the line of battle. 

Georgian , had received His black horse , named 

his promotion to divi - Daniel Webster , was so 

sional commander fast that the Staff had 

because oj prior services difficulty keeping up and 
during the Peninsular referred to him as ‘that 

campaign. Devil Dan '. 


































THE McLAWS-WALKER COUNTER-ATTACK 


to the rear. There was heavy fighting. ‘In this terri¬ 
ble conflict three regiments of the brigade’, wrote 
Gorman, ‘the 15th Massachusetts, 34th and 82nd 
New York Volunteers, lost nearly one-half their 
entire force engaged.’ McLaws and Walker had suc¬ 
ceeded in stalling any further advance of Sedgwick’s 
division and had restored solidarity to the sector 
commanded by Jackson. Fighting would continue 
throughout the day on the Confederate left, but 
serious fighting was completed by 1300. The first 
phase of the battle of Antietam was over. 

It did not have to be, however, because Sumner, 
commander of Federal II Corps, received substan¬ 
tial reinforcements just as the assault of McLaws 
and Walker was beginning to come to a conclusion. 

I he new formations were the two divisions of 
Federal \ I Corps, led by Major General Franklin, 
which had remained in the vicinity of Rohrersville 
following the battle of Crampton’s Gap on 14 
September. Franklin had been ordered by 
McClellan on the evening of the 16th to bring VI 
Corps to the Sharpsburg area after detaching the 1st 
Division/IV Corps, attached to Franklin’s com¬ 
mand and led by Major General Darius Couch, to 
occupy Maryland Heights, presumably to protect 
the Army of Potomac’s communications. Couch’s 
division was wastefully employed and not ordered to 
join the rest of the Army of the Potomac until the 
fighting was over. VI Corps arrived on the Antietam 
battlefield at 1000. 

Franklin was ordered to send his leading forma¬ 
tion, Major General Smith’s 2nd Division/VI 
Corps, to support Sumner’s II Corps. Brigadier 
General Winfield Hancock’s 1st Brigade/2nd 
Division/VI Corps, deployed at the front of Smith’s 
column, was instrumental in finally halting the 
Confederate counter-attack. ‘This brigade was the 
means of saving two batteries’, wrote Franklin, ‘and 
occupied its position during the remainder of the 
action, sometimes under very heavy cannonading.’ 
Franklin brought up his other division, the 1st 
Division/VI Corps commanded by Major General 
Slocum, at 1100, and deployed his two divisions for 
an immediate attack on the disorganized 
Confederate forces to his front. Franklin believed 
that he had a very good chance of destroying the 
Confederate left once and for all - and he may have 
been correct, since Lee had no reserves immediately 



available. Sumner would not, however, allow 
Franklin to attack. The matter was referred to 
McClellan, who selected a cautious approach and 
supported Sumner’s position. VI Corps did not 
advance, and McClellan may have lost his best 
opportunity to win a decisive victory at Antietam. 
Franklin remarked in his report with commendable 
restraint, ‘The commanding general came to the 
position and decided that it would not be prudent to 
make the attack.’ 
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BLOODY LANE 


Major General William French's 3rd Division/II 
Corps had advanced on the left of Sedgwick’s com¬ 
mand when Sumner initially led II Corps forward. 
Sedgwick’s men advanced on the West Woods, and 
French's troops moved more to the south against a 
sunken farm lane defended by Major General 
Daniel Harvey Hill's Confederate division. The 
position defended by Hill has come to be known as 
"bloody lane', and it provided the Confederates with 
a naturally strong defensive position. 

Daniel Harvey Hill's Confederate Division had 
been heavily engaged at South Mountain, and casu¬ 
alties there along with the straggling that had 
plagued the Army of Northern Virginia throughout 


the Maryland Campaign had severely depleted 
Hill’s brigades. Garland’s Brigade had been nearly 
eliminated at South Mountain, and it along with 
Ripley’s Brigade had been sent earlier in the day to 
assist Jackson around the time of Hood’s morning 
counterattack. Hill had the remains of Colquitt’s 
Brigade in the sunken road with its left flank on the 
Hagerstown Road, followed from left to right by 
Rodes’ Alabamian Brigade and George B. Ander¬ 
son’s North Carolinian Brigade. The Confederate 

▼ The south-eastern sec¬ 
tion of the sunken road , 
as seen in 1885. 
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line in the sunken road was continued bv two 
brigades of Richard Anderson's Division, those 
commanded by Brigadier General Ambrose Wright 
and Colonel Alfred Cuming (Wilcox’s Brigade). 
The remainder of Anderson’s Division, commanded 
now by Brigadier General Robert Pryor, formed 
behind the sunken road as Hill's reserve, the 
brigades of: Brigadier General Winfield Feather- 
ston, Pryor’s Brigade commanded by its senior 
Colonel, and fragments of two Virginia brigades. 


Hill was further supported beyond the sunken road, 
to the right by the independent brigade commanded 
by Brigadier General Nathan 'Shanks’ Evans. The 
South Carolinians with Evans represented some of 
the most blue blooded of the Palmetto State’s aris¬ 
tocracy The next Confederate formation to the 
right was the division commanded by Brigadier 
General David R. Jones of Longstreet’s command, 
which thinly stretched the Confederate line towards 
the Burnside Bridge area. 


► Because the Union 
attacks were totally un- 
coordinated\ Lee was able 
to use his interior lines to 
rush troops from one 
threatened part of the 
field to another. Here he 
and one of his divisional 
commanders , Daniel H. 
Hill , ride along their lines 
during a respite in fight¬ 
ing on this sector of the 
front. 
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The Initial Attacks 

French advanced his Division in three lines with 
Brigadier General Max Weber's 3rd Brigade in 
front, followed by the 2nd Brigade commanded by 
Colonel Dwight Morris, and the 1st Brigade in the 
rear led by Brigadier General Nathan Kimball. 
French was informed of Sedgwick’s difficulties and 
lengthened his line bv advancing Kimball, ordering 


him to form on the left of Weber. Kimball’s Brigade 
advanced with the 14th Indiana on his right and 
connected with Weber’s regiments, followed from 
right to left by the 8th Ohio, 7th West Virginia, and 
132nd Pennsylvania regiments. ‘Directly on my 
front’, reported Kimball, ‘in a narrow road running 
parallel with my line, and, being washed by water, 
forming a natural rifle pit between my line and a 
large cornfield, I found the enemy in great force.’ 
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THE INITIAL ATTACKS 


Kimball’s men were opposite the part of the sunken 
road held by Colquitt, Rodes, and G. B. Anderson. 
Hill’s men had the advantage of a strong defensive 
position. In addition, the advancing Federals of 
French’s division could not have seen the ‘sunken 
road' until they were practically on top of it. The 
fighting was severe as French’s men tried to carry 
the Confederate position and, failing in the attempt, 
then struggled to retain their own position before it. 



Kimball’s men stood their ground. ‘Every man of 
my command behaved in the most exemplary man¬ 
ner’, wrote Kimball, ‘as men who had determined to 
save their country or die.’ 

The 2nd Brigade/3rd Division was composed of 
freshly raised troops; Antietam was their first battle. 
The 14th Connecticut had never fired their weapons 
before, and although the regiment would participate 
in twenty-three separate major engagements and 
serve in all the actions of the Army of the Potomac 
to the end of the War, many would recall 17 
September as a harsh introduction to the conflict. 
‘Our colors are riddled with shot and shell’, wrote 
Lieutenant Colonel Sanford Perkins, ‘and the staff 
broken.’ He added with pride in his report to his 
superiors, ‘As you are aware, our men, hastily raised 
and without drill, behaved like veterans, and fully 
maintained the honor of the Union and our native 
State.’ French was unable to drive Hill out of the 
sunken road, but Hill was equally unable to drive 
French away from it. 

French received reinforcements ultimately from 
Brigadier Israel Richardson’s 1st Division/II Corps, 
the first formation of which, forming to French’s 
left, was the ‘Irish Brigade’ (2nd Brigade/1st 
Division/II Corps). The Irish regiments were com¬ 
manded by Thomas Francis Meagher (1823-67), a 
colourful character born in Ireland, who was 
ordered transported to Tasmania in 1849 by English 
authorities on charges of seditious activities. 
Meagher had managed to find his way to America 
before the War and in the immediate pre-war era he 
became a recognized leader among the Irish- 
American population in New York City. Meagher 
had raised his command from the ethnically Irish 
population of New York City and other north-east¬ 
ern urban communities. He now deployed his 69th 
New r York to the right, connecting with French’s 
troops, followed from right to left by the 29th 
Massachusetts, 63rd New York and the 88th New 
York. The 1st Brigade/1st Division/II Corps, com¬ 
manded by Brigadier General John Caldwell, 
formed to Meagher’s left. Richardson retained his 
3rd Brigade under Colonel John Brooke in a second 

M French s Division Bams, while Richardson's 

sweeps forward against Division attacks the 
the Roulette House and sunken road on the left. 
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line as a reserve. Richardson’s formations were 
opposite Wright’s and Wilcox’s brigades, the latter 
commanded by Colonel Cuming, both of 
Anderson's Confederate Division. The Irish regi¬ 
ments of Meagher’s Brigade advanced under their 
prominent green regimental battle-flags to ‘within 
paces of the enemy’, where they were halted to trade 
rifle volleys with the Confederates. ‘On coming into 
this close and fatal contact with the enemv’, wrote 
Meagher, 'the officers and the men of the brigade 
waved their swords and hats and gave the heartiest 
cheers for their general, George B. McClellan, and 
the Army of the Potomac.’ Meagher advanced his 
right two regiments slightly in an attempt to carry 
the Confederate line but was unable to make any 
headway against the torrent of musketrv delivered at 
him by Hill’s troops. I he Irish Brigade was deci¬ 
mated and sent to the rear. Caldwell’s brigade was 


redeployed by Richardson to cover Meagher’s with¬ 
drawal. 

The struggle over the sunken road and the 
orchard behind it lasted three and a half hours, from 
approximately 0930 to some time after 1300. There 
were a number of charges and counter-charges 
launched by both sides, as the Federal divisions 
commanded by French and Richardson contended 
for the possession of the ‘bloody lane’ with Hill’s 
and Anderson’s Confederate brigades. ‘The battle 
raged incessantly’, wrote Brigadier General 
Kimball, ‘without either party giving way.’ 

The Exposed Flank 

Brigadier General Rodes attempted to take advan¬ 
tage of a gap between Kimball and Caldwell’s com¬ 
mands, taking several Southern regiments against 



M The sunken road , look 
ing east from the lane 
leading to the Roulette 
house , as seen in 1885. 



64 
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Kimball's left. Kimball countered this movement bv 
changing the front of his left regiments, the 7th 
West Virginia and the 132nd Pennsylvania. He 
received assistance from Colonel John R. Brooke, 
commanding the 3rd Brigade/1st Division/ll 
Corps, who changed the front of the 2nd Delaware 
and 52nd New York Regiments and ordered a 
charge of his own regiment, the 53rd Pennsylvania. 
Rodes was forced to retire to his original position in 
the sunken road. Brigadier General Caldwell, com¬ 
manding the 1st Brigade of Richardson's division, 
meanwhile succeeded in driving Wright's Brigade 
and Colonel Cuming's command out of the right 
portion, from the Confederate perspective, of the 
sunken road. 

The situation turned dismal for Rodes' com¬ 
mand in an instant. Anderson’s men were retreating 
out of the sunken road, Caldwell's men were 


advancing, and Rodes found his right, which 
remained in the sunken road, exposed to a flank 
attack. Rodes was informed of this difficulty by the 
excited commander of the 6th Alabama, Lieutenant 
Colonel James M. Lightfoot. Lightfoot's men were 
now the extreme right flank of that portion of the 
sunken road retained by the Confederates, and 
Lightfoot told Rodes that his men were 'exposed to 
a terrible enfilade fire’. The consolidated 61st and 
64th New York regiments commanded by Colonel 
Francis Barlow, the right regiment of Caldwell's 
Brigade, were the culprits. Rodes ordered Lightfoot 
to refuse his right; that is, as Rodes said in his 
report, 'throwing his right wing back and out of the 
road referred to'. Lightfoot apparently misunder¬ 
stood and, instead of executing the manoeuvre 
Rodes envisaged, ordered his regiment to about face 

and leave the sunken road entirelv. The commander 

«/ 


► The sunken road , as 
seen from the second bend 
in the lane looking 
towards the Hagerstown 
Pike . 
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The northern and central sections of the battlefront, 
c.0930 to 1300 17 September, showing the attack of 
Federal II Corps on the sunken road. 
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A Fighting was fierce 
around the ruins of the 
Alumina house and bams , 
which had been previ¬ 
ously destroyed by D. H. 
HilFs troops. None the 
less , wounded men took 
shelter in what remained 
of the buildings. 


► Smith 5 Division of VI 
Corps charged forward to 
aid French i badly bat¬ 
tered troops , sending 
Irwin s Brigade against 
Confederates near the 
Dunker Church. 


of the regiment to Lightfoot's immediate left, Major 
Lafayette Hobson of the 5th Alabama, asked 
Lightfoot in amazement if the order was intended 
for the entire brigade. Lightfoot replied in the affir¬ 
mative, and Hobson took the 5th Alabama out of the 
sunken road also. Rodes' men promptly abandoned 
their position, to the astonishment of their brigade 
commander. 

The commander of the Federal forces immedi¬ 
ately opposite Rodes, Brigadier General Kimball, 
ordered an advance and took possession of the 
sunken road as Rodes' Confederates deserted it. 
Kimball and Barlow claimed 300 Southern prison¬ 
ers and a number of Confederate colours. The 
remaining formations of Anderson's Confederate 
Division, now commanded by Brigadier General 
Prvor, should have been available to halt further 
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Federal progress, but Pryor’s men apparently 
merged with other retreating Confederates. It is a 
little uncertain what happened to these units, as no 
reports are extant in the Official Records from any 
of the principals of Anderson's division, but what is 
certain is that they made no real attempt to impede 
Kimball and Caldwell’s advance. There was little 
left to stop the Federals, except Longstreet’s reserve 
artillery and whatever Southern infantry could be 
rallied by D. H. Hill and Robert Rodes. 

There was further severe fighting as the 
l'ederals tried to advance through the orchard and 
on to the high ground to their front. Kimball was 


attacked on his right by a number of Southern for¬ 
mations, which he dealt with by refusing the right of 
the 14th Indiana and the 8th Ohio regiments. 
Caldwell was attacked on his left by scattered 
Confederate soldiers led forward personally by Hill. 
'Affairs looked very critical,' wrote Hill in his 
report. The 5th New Hampshire commanded by 
Colonel Edward Cross was the regiment on 
Caldwell's left. Cross perceived the danger repre¬ 
sented by Hill's assault: 'I instantly ordered a 
change of front to the rear’, he w rote in his report, 
'which was executed in time to confront the advanc¬ 
ing line of the enemy in their center w ith a volley at 
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very short range, which staggered and hurled them 
back.' Cross and his men were rewarded by the cap¬ 
ture of the state colour of the 4th North Carolina. 
The vigilant Colonel Barlow deflected a 
Confederate assault on Caldwell’s right, but the 
Federal troops were fought out and no further 
advance seemed possible in the face of a severe 
artillery fire put up by Longstreet’s reserve artillery 
directly in front of Kimball and Caldwell. Major 
General Richardson was mortally wounded at this 
stage by a Confederate shell. 

The Federals had succeeded in driving the 
Confederates out of the sunken road, and they had 
advanced beyond it, but that is all their remaining 
strength was capable of. The situation was also bad 
for various Southern formations; indeed, to call 


► Confederate dead of 
D. H. Hill's division lie 
where they fell , in the 
sunken road — a near con¬ 
tentprary engraving based 
on a photograph. 


M Major General Israel 
B. Richardson was mor¬ 
tally wounded by artillery 
during the attack through 
the cornfield. 


► Nelson A. Miles served 
as lieutenant colonel of 
the 61st New York 
Infantry Regiment during 
the battle of Antietam , 
taking command of the 
regiment after its colonel , 
Francis C. Barlow , was 
disabled at that battle. 

The regiment was one of 
two that swept the Sunken 
Road with fire and finally 
took the position. 
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VOiSTAr' 


Surgeon of the Confederate Army wearing 
regulation dress. His sword is a cavalry officer's 
sabre. Painting by Ron Volstad. 


what remained of Hill’s and Anderson’s formations 
'brigades’ and 'regiments’ was now ludicrous. The 
Confederates had, however, held the centre of their 
line. It was shortly after 1300, and the second phase 
of the Battle of Antietam was over. From this point, 
attention would settle on the Federal left, where 
Burnside’s IX Corps faced a stone bridge over the 
Antietam Creek and threatened to assault Lee’s 
right. 
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ANTIETAM: 
BURNSIDE BRIDGE 


The evidence suggests that McClellan intended 
Burnside to advance across the Antietam Creek 
alter I, XII, and II Federal Corps had severely 
weakened the Confederate line and had forced Lee 
to commit all his available reserves. Burnside would 
then be in a position to drive the right of Lee’s army 
beyond the village of Sharpsburg, prevent his 
retreat across the Potomac, and complete his 
destruction by driving the Confederate forces 
against McClellan’s other formations, supported by 
the as yet uncommitted V Corps. In order to com¬ 


plete this mission, Burnside should have had his 
corps across Antietam Creek, deployed, and ready 
to advance no later than noon. 

McClellan claimed in his post-war writing that 
he ordered Burnside at 0800 on 17 September to 
‘carry the bridge, then to gain possession of the 
heights beyond, and to advance along the crest upon 
Sharpsburg'. If McClellan dispatched the order as 
he stated, and if Burnside received it by 0930, IX 
Corps should have been in position by noon. 
McClellan asserted further in his memoirs that 
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when it became apparent there was no activity on 
Burnside’s front he sent an aide to discover why, 
who returned reporting that ‘little progress had 
been made'. McClellan states that he sent a second 
aide, who eventually delivered the same report. An 
exasperated McClellan then ordered his Inspector 
General, Lieutenant Colonel William Sackett, to 
join Burnside and remain until the commander-in¬ 
chief’s orders had been carried out and Burnside’s 
men were across the Antietam. 

4 Below left: This draw - then covered with trees , 

ing made from an 1885 adding cover for the 

photograph shows the defence. 

heights to the left where 

Cobh's troops commanded ▼ This is the view 
the Burnside bridge. Confederate defenders 

There were no buildings had of the bridge , showing 
at that time , and the how exposed it was to 

ground on the hillside was enemy fire. 


Burnside states in his report that he received an 
order from McClellan to carry the stone bridge to 
his front early in the morning; however, Burnside 
adds that McClellan's order also contained the qual¬ 
ifying statement, ‘await further orders before mak¬ 
ing the attack’. Burnside admits receiving an order 
to attack at 1000, but it would be 1300 before his 
leading regiments were actually over the bridge, and 
it would be 1500 before IX Corps was prepared to 
advance on Sharpsburg. Burnside should have been 
attacking towards Sharpsburg around 1300, in order 
to take full advantage of the severe fighting on Lee’s 
left and centre, concluding at approximately this 
time. The Antietam Creek may not appear to the 
casual visitor as a military obstacle today, but it rep¬ 
resented precisely that in 1862 to troops attempting 
to manage their equipment, cross a stream of uncer¬ 
tain depth, and ascend the steep, slippery opposite 
bank in the face of enemy rifle fire. In addition, jus- 
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THE CROSSING 


tice to Burnside demands that it be pointed out the 
forcing of a defended river line is perhaps one of the 
most difficult operations known to military science. 

Burnside refused to admit that he was no longer 
a wing commander. He preferred to believe that the 
commander of the Kanawha Division, Brigadier 
General Jacob Cox, was actually in command of IX 
Corps. Burnside insisted on sharing tactical com¬ 
mand on the field with Cox, as the other formation 
of his ‘wing’, I Corps, was on the extreme Federal 
right flank. Burnside wrote in his report, ‘General 
Cox was retained in temporary command of the IX 
Army Corps, which was the only portion of my 
command then with me, and my orders were to a 
great extent given directly to him/ The command 
situation was, to say the least, confusing. 


The Crossing 

IX Corps took up position facing Antietam Creek 
after 0700, with the 2nd Division/IX Corps, com¬ 
manded by Brigadier General Samuel Sturgis, sup¬ 
ported by Colonel George Crook's 2nd Brigade/the 
Kanawha Division/IX Corps, directly opposite the 
stone bridge. Brigadier General Isaac Rodman’s 3rd 
Division/IX Corps, minus the 2nd Brigade’s 11th 
Connecticut Regiment deployed as skirmishers in 
front of Sturgis, was three-quarters of a mile to 
Burnside’s left, looking for a practical ford and con¬ 
stituting the extreme left of the Army of the 
Potomac. Rodman was supported by the other for¬ 
mation of the Kanawha Division, Colonel Eliakam 
Scammon’s 1st Brigade. The 1st Division/IX 
Corps, commanded by Brigadier General Orlando 
Willcox, was kept to the rear and slightly to the 
right as a reserve. Cox placed the artillery batteries 
of IX Corps to cover approaches to the stone bridge. 


A Top: Errors abound in 
this impression of the 
crossing of the Burnside 
Bridge. Union troops 
would not have worn 
greatcoats in the season¬ 
able September weather , 
while the Confederates 
were not actually on the 
bridge itself but defended 
it from the heights above. 


A Below: This picture 
rather more accurately 
shows the 51st Pennsyl¬ 
vania and 51st New York 
Regiments actually 
carrying the bridge after 
the 2nd Maryland and 
6th New Hampshire had 
been destroyed by enemy 
fire in the attempt. 



First Lieutenant , 69th New York State Militia 
Regiment , with the colour that was carried until 
late in 1862. This regiment was part of the ‘Irish 
Brigade ’ that attacked the sunken road position at 
Antietam. Painting by Ron Volstad. 
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Burnside wrote in his report that he received 
the order to take the stone bridge at 1000 and that 
he ordered the 11th Connecticut forward as skir¬ 
mishers to drive the Confederates away from the 
foot of the bridge. In addition, he had ordered 
Colonel Crook to make the actual assault. Burnside 
also ordered Brigadier General Rodman to find a 
ford further downstream, cross his division and 
attack the Confederate extreme right on the far 
bank. Cox places these events at 0900. It was discov¬ 
ered that Crook’s position made an assault impracti¬ 
cal, and the mission was assigned to Brigadier 
General Sturgis’s 2nd Division. Sturgis advanced 
the 2nd Maryland and 6th New Hampshire regi¬ 
ments of his 1st Brigade towards the bridge. It was a 
daunting task. The road beyond the bridge was 
‘covered by rifle pits and breastworks’, wrote Cox, 
‘made of rails and stone, all of which defenses, as 
well as the woods which covered the slope, were 
filled with the enemy’s infantry and sharpshooters.’ 

The Confederates holding these positions at 
this time amounted to only a single brigade com¬ 
manded by Brigadier General Robert Toombs, an 


A This war-time popular Bridge — hut Jails to show 

print has incorporated the heights above it and , 

something from the hat- moreover , shows Con fed- 

tlefteld which actually erate artillery as its 
existed - the Burnside primary defender. I 

element of D. R. Jones’s division. Toombs was one 
of the 'political generals’ that caused so many diffi¬ 
culties for the regular officers serving in both 
armies. He served in the United States House of 
Representatives and in the US Senate, loombs 
became a leading secessionist in Georgia, was nearly I 
elected president of the Confederacy, and was ini- 
tiallv Secretarv of State in the Confederate govern- 
ment. He resigned to accept a brigadier generalship, 
although he had absolutely no military experience. 
Toombs wanted to lead troops, and he would do so 
magnificently at Antietam. He placed the 20th 
Georgia near the bridge, extending his line to the 
right with the 2nd Georgia and the 50th Georgia 
regiments (the latter of Drayton's brigade), in an 
effort to cover the approach from the lower ford. 
Toombs would receive reinforcements later in the 
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action, the 15th Georgia and the 17th Georgia of his 
own brigade, and the 11th Georgia of George 
Anderson’s Brigade. 

The 2nd Maryland and the 6th New Hampshire 
advanced, wrote Burnside, ‘in the most gallant 
style’. Colonel Henry Walter Kingsbury’s 11th 
Connecticut, deployed in skirmishing order, tried to 
support the attacking regiments with rifle fire. 
Colonel Kingsbury fell mortally wounded, wrote 
Cox, ‘cheering his men on to duty’. The Federal 
regiments were unable to carry the bridge, however, 
despite repeated attempts. The volume of musketry 

V 

delivered by Toombs’s Georgians forced their 
retreat. 1 They made a handsome effort’, wrote 
Sturgis, ‘but the fire was so heavv on them before 
they could reach the bridge that they were forced to 
give way and fall back.’ 

Sturgis passed the assignment of taking the 
stone bridge to the commander of his 2nd Brigade, 
Brigadier Edward Ferrero. He selected the 51st 
Pennsylvania to make the initial rush over the 
bridge, followed immediately by the 51st New York, 
and then the remainder of the brigade. Colonel John 


A In this view , the two 
New V ork and Pennsyl¬ 
vania regiments have 
finally crossed the Bunt- 


side Bridge and are form¬ 
ing to move up to push the 
Georgia defenders off the 
heights above them. 


Irederick Hartranft (1830—89), a Pennsylvanian 
lawyer, led his 51st Pennsylvania over the bridge, 
supported closely by the 51st New York led by 

V 

Colonel Robert Brown Potter (1829-87), also a 
lawyer before the War. The two regiments were 
actually intermingled so much that their regimental 
standards reached the opposite slope more or less 
together. Their divisional commander, Brigadier 
General Sturgis, wrote that the bridge was taken 
‘with an impetuosity which the enemy could not 
resist, and the Stars and Stripes were planted on the 
opposite bank at 1 o’clock p.m., amid the most 
enthusiastic cheering from every part of the field 
where they could be seen’. 

Burnside began to consolidate his position on 
the far bank. Ferrero rushed the remaining regi¬ 
ments of his brigade, the 35th Massachusetts and 
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The southern sector of the battlefield, 0900 to 1630 I 7 Septe 
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Snavely’s Ford 


Antietam Creek 


1 Nagle 's 1st Brigade of 
Sturgis's 2nd Division 
attacks the stone bridge 
but is repulsed 

2 Sturgis's 2nd Brigade 
(Ferrero) takes bridge 
by 1300 and is followed 
across by Nagle , 

Crooke and Wilcox's 
1st Division 

3 Meanwhile Rodman's 
3rd Division fords at 
Snavely's Ford 

4 There is a lull untill 
1500 when Wilcox and 


Rodman with Sturgis 
in rear are ready to 
attack. The attack 
reaches the outskirts of 
Sharpsburg 

5 Hill's division arrives 
by 1600 and launches 
vigorous attack on 
Rodman's flank 

6 Scammon s Brigade of 
Kanawha Division 
comes up to stabilize 
the situation by 1630 
(not shown) 
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The southern sector of the battlefield 9 0900 to 1630 17 September 1862, 
showing Burnside’s crossing of the Antietam Creek and the intervention of 
A. P. Hill’s division 
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the 21st Massachusetts, over the bridge in the wake 
of his other advancing formations. Sturgis brought 
the 1st Brigade over, followed bv Colonel Crook’s 
brigade of the Kanawha Division. Brigadier General 
Rodman’s 3rd Division had managed to cross the 
ford below the bridge and was also across the 
stream. Willcox eventually crossed the bridge with 
his 1st Division. 

The Attack on Sharpsburg 

Burnside needed time to sort out his formations on 
the far bank, and additional time was employed in 
distributing fresh ammunition. IX Corps was not 
v to ad\ance on Sharpsburg until 1500. 
Willcox’s 1st Division formed the right, supported 
by Colonel Crook’s brigade of the Kanawha 
Division. Rodman's 3rd Division formed the left, 
supported by the other brigade of the Kanawha 
Division, that commanded by Colonel Scammon. 
The exhausted troops of Sturgis’s 2nd Division 
were left in the vicinity of the stone bridge. 
Burnside's men were, nevertheless, over Antietam 
Creek and advancing. The Confederate division 
commanded by Brigadier General David Jones was 
too thinly spread to stop Wilcox’s advance, and 
there was virtually nothing in front of Rodman. 
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A Burnside's men , after in line of battle ready to 
taking the heights over - attack towards Sharps - 

looking the bridge that burg , as sketched by this 

bears his name , drew up eyewitness. 

Hill to the Rescue 

Lee had no more reserves until the providential 
arrival of A. R Hill’s ‘Light’ Division. Hill’s men 
had been processing the captured Federal material 
at Harper’s Ferry, and they were the only major ele¬ 
ment of the Army of Northern Virginia not yet pre¬ 
sent on the Antietam battlefield. They arrived in 
the best American tradition, like the cavalry, to save 
the situation quite literally at the last possible 
moment. 

At Harper’s Ferry, Hill had received orders 
from Lee at 0630 on 17 September to bring his men 
immediately to Sharpsburg. Leaving Colonel 
Edward Thomas’s Georgian Brigade at Harper’s 
Ferry to complete business there, Hill had the 
remainder of his division on the road by 0730 for a 
march of seventeen miles. The leading elements of 
the division approached Sharpsburg by 1430, but 
the division was not ready to advance into combat 
until 1600, Hill’s officers needing time to redeploy 
their men from marching columns into battle lines. 






HILL TO THE RESCUE 



Hill rode ahead of his men to be informed by 
Lee and David Jones about the precarious position 
of the Confederate right as a result of Burnside’s 
activities. It was not until after Burnside had 
advanced and driven back portions of Jones’s right 
that Hill’s men were ready to commit themselves to 
battle. Hill’s division advanced with his left brigade 
connecting with Jones’s right flank, his formations 
deployed from left to right in the following order: 
Brigadier General James Archer’s brigade, Brigadier 
General Maxey Gregg’s brigade, Brigadier General 
Lawrence Branch’s brigade, Brigadier General 
Dorsey Pender’s brigade and Colonel Brocken- 
brough's brigade. Brockenbrough and Pender now 
held the extreme Confederate right. The other three 
brigades, those of Archer, Gregg, and Branch, 
advanced, wrote Hill, ‘with a yell of defiance’. Hill 
added with something of an understatement that his 
men were not ‘a moment too soon’. 

Willcox had advanced his 1st Division/IX 
Corps from the stone bridge area at 1500 with 
Colonel Benjamin Christ’s 1st Brigade on the right 
and Colonel Thomas Welsh’s 2nd Brigade on the 
left, Christ deploying the 79th New York as skir¬ 
mishers, and Welsh employing the 100th 
Pennsylvania in the same role. These two regiments 
led the advance of Willcox’s Division, which 


Brigadier General Isaac P. Rodman got his men over 
an upper ford above the Burnside Bridge just in time to 
be attacked by A. P. Hill's arriving Confederates. He 
was mortally wounded bringing up the 4th Rhode 
Island Infantry as the 16th Connecticut fell apart 
under the enemy's attack. 

reached the outskirts of Sharpsburg, overrunning 
several rebel field pieces and generally giving D. R. 
Jones’s Confederate Division some bad moments. 
Rodman moved his 3rd Division/IX Corps forward 
with Colonel Harrison Fairchild’s 1st Brigade on 
the right and Colonel Edward Harland’s 2nd 
Brigade the left. Fairchild’s men connected with the 
left of Willcox’s division and Harland’s command 
constituted the left of IX Corps. Colonel Crook’s 
2nd Brigade/the Kanawha Division supported 
Willcox, and Colonel Scammon's 1st Brigade/the 
Kanawha Division supported Rodman. 

Hill’s main assault struck Rodman’s division. 
Harland’s brigade was particularly hard hit. The 
regiments of Harland’s command were not in 
proper order when Hill attacked, the 8th 
Connecticut on the right being in advance of the 
other two formations (from right to left, the 16th 
Connecticut and the 4th Rhode Island). Colonel 
Frank Beach tried to change the front of the 16th 
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4 Two views , the upper 
version by an eye-witness , 
of the charge of the 9th 
New York , Hawk in 's 
Zouaves , of Burnside's 
division , on a Confederate 
battery towards the end of 
the battle. By then it was 
too late — A. P. Hill was 
on hand. 


Antietam: Final Dispositions 
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Connecticut by moving to the left to meet Hill's 
advance, which widened the gap between Beach's 
men and the 8th Connecticut. The 16th 
Connecticut was a new formation, and Antietam 
was its first battle. In fairly short order, confusion 
reigned. Matters were further confused by the fact 



that many of Hill's men were wearing parts of 
Federal uniforms captured at Harper's Ferry. 
Harland attempted to retrieve the situation by 
directing the rifle fire of the 8th Connecticut at 
Hill's advance. The 4th Rhode Island was disor¬ 
dered by the 16th Connecticut's retreat and found 
itself flanked on the left by more of Hill’s troops. 
The 4th Rhode Island broke, and Harland’s Brigade 
went to the rear. 

The situation was saved by the 1st Brigade of 
the Kanawha Division. Colonel Scammon refused 
his left flank, placing the 12th Ohio and the 23rd 
Ohio perpendicular to his other regiment, the 30th 
Ohio. Scammon's Brigade replaced Harland's in the 
3rd Division's line. Burnside ordered Sturgis's 2nd 
Division from the stone bridge area to buttress the 
Federal line. It was nearly sunset. IX Corps man¬ 
aged to stop Hill's counter-attack and hold its line. 
The fighting ended with Willcox’s 1st Division/IX 
Corps on the Federal right, the Kanawha Division 
under Colonel Scammon in the centre, and 
Sturgis's 2nd Division/IX Corps holding the left. 
Fairchild's 1st Brigade/3rd Division/IX Corps was 
supporting Sturgis, while Harland was trying to 
reorganize his 2nd Brigade/3rd Division/IX Corps 
near the stone bridge. Even though some fighting 
continued after darkness, the third and final phase 
of the battle of Antietam had concluded. 


Major General Fitz John 
Porter (above), command¬ 
ing l Corps, could have 
made the difference in the 
battle and taken Antietam 
Bridge (right, a post-war 
photograph showing a 
Union wagon train cross¬ 
ing); as it was, the bridge 
played a minor role in the 
battle. Instead, Porter 
advised McClellan against 
committing his men, since 
they were the army's only 
reserve. For this and in¬ 
activity earlier he was 
relieved in November and 
dismissed from the army. 
He spent the rest of his life 
trying to clear his name, 
finally being placed on the 
Army Register as colonel 
of infantry in 1886. 
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The armies remained in position facing each other 
through the following day, but by the late afternoon 
of 18 September Lee was making preparations to 
withdraw the Army of Northern Virginia back to 
Virginia. Lee’s army completed the crossing of the 
Potomac River near Shepherdstown, West Virginia, 
on 19 September. A. P. Hill’s division was employed 
again at Boteler’s Ford near Shepherdstown on the 
morning of 20 September to secure the retreat of 
Lee's reserve artillerv. There was no reallv effective 
pursuit of Lee by the Army of the Potomac. The 
Maryland Campaign was over. 

The battle of Antietam, Maryland, is correctly 
referred to as the single bloodiest day of the 
American Civil War. There were more casualties on 
17 September 1862 than any recorded on any other 
field on any other day during the conflict. The Civil 
War statistician Thomas L. Livermore states that 
the Army of the Potomac suffered 2,108 dead, 9,549 
wounded, 753 missing, for a total of 12,410 casual¬ 
ties. Livermore puts Confederate loses at 2,700 
dead, 9,024 wounded, 2,000 missing, for a total of 
13,724 casualties. This represents 26,134 casualties 
in a single day, more casualties than that suffered by 
the United States during the entire war with 
Mexico between 1846 and 1847. The United States 
Army had 1,721 combat deaths in Mexico, suffered 
4,102 wounded, and sustained another 11,155 
deaths from disease. There were 16,978 casualties in 
the entire conflict w ith Mexico, and at Buena Vista, 
perhaps one of the most severe battles of the 
Mexican War, the Americans had 665 total casual¬ 
ties. The contrast between the Mexican War experi¬ 
ence and the single day of Antietam was a very 
sobering one for the participants. To the casualty 
totals of Antietam one could add 1,813 Federals and 
2,685 Confederates who fell at South Mountain, and 
533 Federal and an undetermined number of 
Confederate casualties for the action at Crampton's 
Gap. The totals climb to 14,756 Federals and more 


than 16,409 Confederates, for a grand total in excess 
of 31,165 casualties for the Maryland Campaign. 
Phis was considered quite shocking, a general feel¬ 
ing reinforced by the circulation in civilian urban 
areas for the first time of photographs made on the 
battlefield of recent corpses. The horror of the w ar 
was brought home to many individuals, both civilian 
and military, by Antietam. 

The engagements of Crampton's Gap, South 
Mountain, and Antietam represented strategic vic¬ 
tory for the North. McClellan had successfully 
defended Washington, halted Lee’s advance into 
Maryland, and had arguably inflicted a tactical 
defeat on the Army of Northern Virginia. Lee’s 
army was, in any case, retreating into Virginia. From 
a Northern perspective, the negative aspect was that 
a great opportunity to destroy Robert E. Lee's 
Army of Northern Virginia completely had been 
missed. From a Southern viewpoint the Maryland 
operation contained some positive aspects, such as 
the reduction of Harper’s Ferry along w ith capture 
of substantial Federal w ar material, and the removal, 
at least temporarily, of the armies from Virginia. 
The negative items were somewhat more ominous 
for the Confederacy. No large numbers of 
Marylanders had eagerly clamoured to join 
Southern ranks, nor were there many individuals in 
Kentucky of similar inclination. In addition, Lee’s 
retreat from Sharpsburg, when coupled with 
Braxton Bragg's retreat in Kentucky following the 
battle of Perryville (8 October 1862), ended any 
realistic chance of European recognition of the 
Confederacy. 

Robert E. Lee’s decision to fight a battle at 
Antietam after the South Mountain operation is 
questionable. The Southern operational plan had 
been compromised when McClellan received a copy 
of Special Order 191, and Lee was fortunate that he 
was able to prevent the destruction of the Army of 
Northern Virginia in detail. Although McClellan's 
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command style lessened the direct possibilities of 
disaster, it was still a considerable gamble for Lee to 
risk one of the Confederacy's principal armies on 
his reading of McClellan's character. Lee had done 
well enough with taking the war into Maryland after 
the Second Manassas Campaign and capturing 
Harper's Ferry. There may have been political rea¬ 
sons for risking a major engagement, but with its 
back to the Potomac River the Army of Northern 
Virginia faced the very real prospect of annihilation 
at Antietam. A more audacious Federal commander, 
with more attention to timing and command control 
than McClellan demonstrated, would have accom¬ 
plished just that. 

The counter argument may be that Lee knew 
his opponent, and that is certainly one of the marks 
of a great commander. Nevertheless, Robert E. 
Lee's fundamentally aggressive nature would cause 
the South further difficulties in Pennsylvania the 
following year during the Gettysburg Campaign and 
during subsequent operations in the autumn of 
1863. The basic fact remains that Robert E. Lee 
fought a masterly defensive battle at Antietam with 
limited resources. He shifted his available reserves 
at the proper moment and gave everyone present 
throughout the day of 17 September the very clear 
impression that Robert E. Lee was in complete con¬ 
trol of his armv and of the battlefield. However, it 
was still very much, as Wellington remarked regard¬ 


ing Waterloo, a very near run thing, and final disas¬ 
ter was only averted by the fortuitous arrival of A. P. 
Hill’s division from Harper's Ferry. 

George McClellan has been severely criticized 
by his contemporaries and by historians for the 
slowness of his strategic movements and for his cus¬ 
tomary battlefield caution. McClellan’s mission 
before 13 September was to keep the Army of the 
Potomac between Lee's army and Washington - his 
primary task was the defence of the Federal capital. 
The capture of Special Order 191 altered the situa¬ 
tion considerably, and McClellan was presented 
with the chance to destroy Lee's formations one at a 
time if he moved swiftly. He ought to have ordered a 
night movement on the evening of 13 September, 
and as commander-in-chief he should have person¬ 
ally made certain that aggressive pursuit took place 
on the following day, after the engagements of 
South Mountain and Crampton’s Gap had been 
fought. Not only was the pursuit dilatory, but 
Franklin's VI Corps was left slightly beyond 
Crampton’s Gap virtually without orders until early 
on 17 September. McClellan wasted a further day, 
16 September, in and around the Antietam position. 
He should have attacked directly with whatever 
forces were immediately at hand. If not all the Army 
of the Potomac was yet on the field, and even if his 
unit commanders were unfamiliar with the terrain, 
the same could be said of conditions prevalent at 



A After the battle , a 
Confederate surgeon , cen¬ 
tre , shakes hands with a 
Federal counterpart near 
the Drunke Church , as 
both sides take care of the 
wounded. 
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that moment in Lee’s command. ‘The mud’, 
Napoleon remarked, ‘is the same for everyone.’ The 
opportunity was still available on 16 September to 
destroy elements of the Army of Northern Virginia, 
but McClellan failed to take advantage of it. 

McClellan created a textbook tactical plan for 
the Antietam engagement. It was an operational 
conception that relied upon careful timing and close 
supervision. The uncoordinated nature of the 
assaults of I, XII and II Corps and the uncon¬ 
scionable delay in the advance of IX Corps have 
already been discussed — still, it very nearly worked. 
The Army of the Potomac fought extremely well 
between regimental and brigade level, but higher 
command control was lacking. The deficiency origi¬ 
nated at the very top. McClellan remained on the 
eastern side of Antietam Creek through the majority 
of the battle, allowing his corps leaders to fight vir¬ 
tually their own separate engagements. He failed to 
supervise adequately the entirety of the Army of the 
Potomac. In the final analysis, however, it was the 
Confederate army that only escaped complete defeat 
by a narrow' margin, and it was Lee’s army that was 
retreating into Virginia by 19 September. McClellan 
had saved Washington and driven the invading 
rebels back south. That is one issue. The failure of 
the Army of the Potomac to destroy the Confederate 
Army of Northern Virginia totally is quite another. 
'I feel that I have done all that can be asked', wrote 
McClellan to his wife on 20 September, ‘in twice 
saving the country.’ 

The Battle of Antietam and Federal progress in 
halting the Confederate invasion of Kentucky that 
culminated at Perryville contributed in a dramatic 
fashion to altering the fundamental nature of the 
American Civil War. It became not only a conflict to 
preserve the Union but also a struggle to end the 
institution of Negro slavery in America. The 
destruction of the ‘peculiar institution' had assumed 
the status of a moral crusade for many in the years 
before the War, although it is important to remem¬ 
ber that in the nineteenth century it would not have 
been considered inconsistent to condemn the insti¬ 
tution of slavery on moral grounds yet still have no 
interest in basic civil and social rights for the Black 
population as individuals. The Republican Party 
had argued for the elimination of slavery in Federal 
territories since 1856. 



Musician, US Cavalry, distinguished by the 
braid on his chest, which would have been branch - 
of-service colour, as would the cord and tassels on 
the bugle. Painting by Ron Volstad. 


The election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 insti¬ 
gated the American Civil War. The course of the 
conflict would not only retain the Republic, but it 
would also ultimately destroy slavery. The Eman¬ 
cipation Proclamation issued soon after the battle of 
Antietam was not without precedent. The Lincoln 
administration declared slavery illegal in the territo¬ 
ries on 19 June 1862. In the spring of 1862, Lincoln 
informed Congressmen of the loyal slave-owning 
border states that he was considering emancipation, 
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and the 2nd Confiscation Act of July 1862 declared 
that all slaves taken as military contraband were to 
be considered free bv Federal authorities. In addi¬ 
tion, Lincoln informed his cabinet in July 1862 that 
he was considering a general emancipation state¬ 
ment. Secretary of State William Seward and others 
advised him to wait for Northern battlefield victo¬ 
ries. Antietam encouraged Lincoln to make public 
the Lmancipation Proclamation in a presidential 
decree of 22 September 1862, to take effect from 1 
January 1863. It freed all slaves held in those parts 
of the nation in open rebellion, that is basically in 
the Confederacy. The immediate effect in terms of 

the numbers of Blacks freed mav have been mini- 

•/ 

mal, but it cannot be denied that the basic character 
of the American Civil War had been altered. 

Antietam changed the military character of the 
war as well. The struggle seemed to have lost its 
innocence, for the staggering casualty lists and the 
savagery of a single day’s fighting graphically illus¬ 
trated that the war as an undertaking was a massive 
and serious concern. It would not be a conflict 


lightly pursued nor easily terminated. The 
American Civil War went beyond mere politics after 
Antietam. The War concerned itself with the main¬ 
tenance of the Union, the destruction of Negro 
slavery, the survival of both Northern and Southern 
societies, and perhaps the alteration of the very fab¬ 
ric of the Republic. Antietam demonstrated to many 
participants that the events of which they were a 
part were not unimportant. Corporal Harrison 
Woodford of the 16th Connecticut, a veteran of 
Antietam, apparently thought so. He might stand 
for all the young men, living and dead. Northern 
and Southern, who fought in the Maryland 
Campaign in September 1862. Woodford wrote 
home to his sister on 26 September 1862, while his 
regiment was still encamped on the Antietam bat¬ 
tlefield, asking her to remind his two younger 
brothers to assist their father in maintaining the 
family farm back in Connecticut. ‘Tell them they 
must be good boys and help father all they can,' 
wrote Woodford. ‘I have gone to fight for their free¬ 
dom and for their interests in the future.' 



A General McClellan 
with President Lincoln at 
Antietam. Lee's man¬ 
handled men retired after 
the battle back to Virginia , 
where McClellan seemed 
content to let them remain. 
Lincoln wanted an imme¬ 
diate pursuit , but 
McClellan did little more 
than deploy pickets at the 
front. His patience finally 
exhausted , Lincoln relieved 
McClellan for the last 
time. 






ANTIETAM 1862 

Antietam was one of the critical battles of the American Civil War. 

The fortunes of the South were riding high after the resounding 
victory at Second Manassas. While Bragg and Kirby Smith invaded 
Kentucky, Lee’s invasion of Maryland was intended to maintain 
the Southern offensive momentum, to wrest Maryland from the 
Union and to win the recognition of the European powers. But his 
bold plan was compromised - and at the Antietam River the Army 
of Northern Virginia was fighting for its very life. 
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